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3 WHEREIN 

The Antiquity of Infant Church-Mem- 

berſhip and Baptiſm is Clearly Praved| 

both from the Scriptures and Fathers : 

Proving the Anabaptiſts Plea of Antiquity 

| tobe a meer Untruth. As alſo, That Dip- 
| ping is not the right way of: Baptizing. 

TOGETHER Be 4 
With a Seaſonable Rebuke of ſeveral Erro- 


neous Opinions the Arminian Anabaptiſts hold con- 
cerning Original Sin, Univerſal and ſufficient Grace; 
Redemption, Free-V Vill, Perſeverance, 7yc. 


Being an Anſwer, 


To ſeveral Scandalous and Erroneous Papers|- 
put out by the Anabaptiſts-; and particularly, 
| Mr, Collins of Wapping his late Book, Entituled, 
Toe Sandy. foundation of Infant-Baptiſm ſhaken, againſt 
'+ Mr. Mence (late of Wapping) and me, 


By MICHAEL HARRISON, Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel in Potters Pury in 
Northamptonſhire. | 
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Chriſtian Reader, a ro 
* Wow exceeding Troubleſome the Anabap* 
tiſts have been to all our Godly Reformers ; 
and how much they have hardened the 
Churches Enemies, and hindered the Re- 
formation, all cannot but know that have almoft 
any acquaintance with Books : And what bitter 
Enemies they have been to the Work of God, -and 
the Orthodox Dottrine of all Proteſtant Churches, 
by ne taught, the whole Countrey have been, ſpe= 
tlators. They have moſt malicrouſly charged me 
with Preaching Popiſh  Doftrine ; denying the 
Lord ; and bringing in damnable Herefts : Att 
when they have been calld to make good their. 
Charge, thus they do it, viz. I am for the Bafi® 
tizing of Infants; I ſay, Chriſt did not dye ar 
all alike, &c, Theſe Malicious Slandereg With 
Fs adds - 


- Firuck, at all Hor ui, I Aforel 


Ionorance, and OE for hs Sacred Work 
of Preaching the Goſpel, i whith many juſtly fear 
they have neither Abit: iy nor Commiſſion for. 


are -@ People ſtrangely glienated from the . 
ſpirit 


the Goſpel, 'whichets He that lov. 
eth = his brother abideth 8. Tet "they 


have, in hatred and oppoſition to all Chriſtian 
Churches, unchurchell: all, ſayiao, None are Mi- | 
niſters, Churches, or Chriltiane but thoſe only ' 
Dipc Þ ing ; 4:4 look vn; all others, 
85% Or acle:r.\Everard fold Mr "Swain 2 
jter of Withybrook, That he look'd on hith 
and his People to be no Brethren, bur Pagans. 
My Book, PONY Gods Ordinance, 
0 E£xtreamly ns them, though 'it has beey 
( Ough Grace) of great # to many 3 "oe 4 
have We the. AY ff eoeral 'W orthy 
ers for Mt. 
aft s for Mr. Collins*s Avfwer ro Mr. Mences 


T mine, its generally lodkt up#n, by al 
er 0 if Senſe, fo weak, that it fedretly eferors 


any Reply to © mage-t0 it : The very 'reaamy 
tt bas f19en j me_very. good Arguments agait 


Agab __ . And bad ot God _— 
fr. Mence, out of the way, 1 
pro ft the matter. to him ;, but "God 'bu- 
$ vee him where their Clanioars'can' ox 
Gr W det .bim 10 wore, I; Jed indeavony 0 
Cob be a weak ut arbinks Man 
diced Reader. Twas with 'Mr.'Mente 
fore 'Þis Death'; xs and though us Spirit 


| Mr. Mence in.the by inning of Þ 


he ſeem 4#0r 
LE (order Le pred Favs 
If: {ORs P.. eines be 


He 


Frans 12 6 


ſent to.3tt. 


Reverend Nos, 


LY 
preva 


ver 

ery lo hing for 
ſome time. Mr. Shutes Man was. miſtaken in 
his ſaying 1 had anſwered Colizs's Book, which 
was conveyed tome by the proud Author, who 
was ſo impudent as to {end one to.you.. He s 


the Ds. -. the ignorangsll , and the mof 
abuſive perſon | ever- met with : His late Book 


 mych exploded by all _ un- 
ant q: 


WY TRP that 


5 


MOI" ag its 


derſtanding, that have read it. 
] return . the Lord pleale) to, Reply 40 
pitiful An to my Book. - $ome time. 
Thad Dona my - Fog he RA pY 
Slanderous Pa per againſt me, which is Pri 
again in this his ; la Book, to which I has 
Print given a full Anſwer. I have here piie 

, ed you with one of .yzy Books on the Covengaty” 
—_ many able M "wy have beg n-pl led” 
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ſore baprifth, : Thr (by oX $--þ 
mth the - Lord Fach been of great uſe to many 


good 7 le. Vner ">" 


you, will be pleaſed to ' ſ&H8-Fort fs ws 
ſuitable Reply to Colins's fooliſh Anſwer 
Book. He will not (1 truſt ) proceed much ha 
ther ; for hisfolly is like to be manifeſt tall 
Men, he hath an 1 norant, malicious, and lying: 
Crue that follow" hitti. The Lord" bleſs youin 
- your Labours tn Indeavours for our dear / 


| Tok nnoorthy Brother, 
Tune 4. 1695. P72 . ny 


Francis Mach: 


Some may edi think, this Language tO 
ſharp ; but ter ſuch know, that Mr. Mence had. 
been provoked to a very high degree ; He no doubt, 
goy well knew the ſpirit ad charafter of Mr. 
Collins 4nd bis followers : Such a Charafter 
would not be (0 acre 


ptable from any other. And 
let the Anabapr ow, that however they had 
fraduced Mir, Meice (as 1 was informed by Me: 
Mence, 4rd thoſe about him, the day before hy 
Death) for Ating , Preaching and Printing, 
4g ainsr bs Conſcience, whatever had been done 
or ſaid. againſt them  #nd that the revenging 
Had of God was upon him in this Conſumptive 
raje. be now lay under. ' That all this was 4 
Malitons Slander ;. "be verily believed it was 
guſ: Dei) Gods Caufe, and reſelved to havt 
$10: 
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4 miſccnted it, if God hudifleaſed Feſte Dink 
' _ And'T have" met. with mueb "the" like 'des 
from Men of the ſame Denomination 5 and per= 
baps more” foul ©: For what more"than"ro be guilty 
of Damnable Hereſies; to be ani Antichriſt, '@c: 
And when thefe Malignant 'Slanders light diretly 
upon' all Proteſtants, Miniſters, Churches and 
Chriſtians | throughout the World 5 nay, theſe 
Charges and Slanatrs lzobt 44. irettly upon the 
rh greateſt number, and be part of "the Anabap- 

tiſts themſelves ;, *vits The Particulars, who" 
other things, except Baptiſm, heartily joyn with 

45, and we with them. © © + Saad 

It 15 much my grief to ſee"perſons pretending v0 

ſome degrees of Chriſtianity more pure than others ; 
to be F eſtranged from that without which Reli- 
gion muſt quickly expire. = | a a 
But how much more doleful us it, when thoſe 
Hearts that ſhould be breathing out love to Chrift 
and his Saints, are filÞd with a blind raging Zeal 
for thetr'own Opinions, which are atreftly oppoſite 
tothe Goſpel! What need had we to pray for that 
bleſſed time, when the Church. ſhall no more be 
troubled with ſuch pricking *Btyjars, and'wonnding 
Thornes ! Ita, 35. 9, 10. Nowowimall be there, 
nor any ravenous beaft ſhall $o up thereon, it 
ſhall not be found' there : bur Me: redeemed 
ſhall walk there. The ranſomed of the Lord 
ſhall return, and comego Zion with ſongs. Suck 
4 time 1s coming, let us pray for it: £% 
As for the Work before you, I ſhall ſay*nb- 
thing. to commend 4t ;* only tell you, it part 
extorted from me by the impor tunity of *Frienas, 


« 


and partly the clamorous and unruly Carvi c 'of | 
A 4 Sol 
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1; ths obly., 
tart, Kean 7 Glory 


the 4 abliſhmen, of weak Chriſtians, pay ft 


I'm ſatigfied what I bave ſaid 1s 
offered nothing rafhly, but every 
weighed, before ex- 
fed to 0. publick, view. I have oe : Scandalow 
Papers. put intoany hands. by. Perſons of. that Per. 
ſwafior which 1 bad thought 1 bave now Pub. _ 
liſhed, but conſidering it would expoſe ſome of. my 
Neighbours, I ſhall forbear at preſent to do it, 
If any ſay 1 have dealt and ſpoke too ſharply; 
let ſuch know 1 heve ſpok 


en the words of Truth 
8nd Soberneſs, and do dcarly love the Perſons 
ico 1 uy a Brewer's, - of ons 

iquid Chriſti, thing of C mn | 
yn. I bave br anore Charity for Fra 
they have for me. They aiſown all Miniſters, 
Churches and Chriſtians, that like not their Dip- 
ping trade; ſaying, ſuch are-no pogo Chri- 
ſtians, or 'Churc 9 of Chriſt 


: , beſides many, others, 
We are really 0 otbers thay 4 
in their Eyes, as Everard com 


#4 confe eſs when 1 firſt'began to read Mr. Cla- 
Tis Preface to Ar. Collins's Book, aud heard © 
tbe Har plead ſo ſeriouſly (as 1 hop'd) far Lone 
ind Holineſs, 1 preſently began to be taken with 
the Bit whatever his differing Sentiments aight 


6) 


| — ug 
po nt eb love. ies 18. found png ſt P 
Qualiter, r:dy \Mahumetans ., » / preſently fou 
my efteer of rhe" Man. fink, into: Bowels of Ct 
paſſion as: Fe compo AN I 


only terminate 08 a Party Ws 
uſenews of 


eſpecially when 1 heard tim gove 
ſth pur yreeeehpreny: that be I 
V As 
under 4 very falſe condutt, - 
for his New Relagion, had quite . ray eg uſe 
of - his Underſtanding ; for prey dre? ome #0 
what he ſaith is the truth : Far Adr. Mences 
hath ſobel Arguments, ftrengeh of Reaſon, 
well drawn \Conchiſions from. ſolid and well laid 
Premiſes, whereas My. Collins's 4s a windy Hete- 
rodox Pamphler, ftuft with Abſurdities and Mz- 
ſtakes'; which miſerably betrayes the Author to 
be a weak '1unthinking Man , whatever #ock, of 
raſh Confidence he may bave. 
. 4 ſhall conclude with two words of Exhorration 
ro perſons of different wes. + 075 in ny * pp of 
Baptifon. 

1. To ſuch who own. Iifant-B 
Ordinance. Friends, ORs Ged bat 
right in this Point ; you might hat 
70 your poor Babes 4s gthers are ;" but while you 
dife from others, differ Charitably ; have 4 care 


of bitterneſs of (pi it if you meet with Perſons. 
the other Perfokon, to are ſound oy 


Points, though they are not with you inthis Point, 
yet dr 21s ey = ug Serious and Cin- 


ei cnentions 3 
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4 Inllpavouring rockeep 'a gool Conſcience 

oth tows and" Men, © and'el only reaſon 
" differ from you in this, "is," for want "of 
phe. "Fhey, art willing"to give their Infants to 
lis ſo far as they Conceive” they have Warrant 


fo to do; own ſuch as Brethren ; refuſe not Com- 
mnwmion. with them, - For my own "part I heartily 
joy with" Mr. Bazzer, ' who amnng#t his Caſes im 


bis Obriſtian'Direftory puts'this as one,” viz. 
- Q.” May Anabapri/i7that-have no otherErrors 
be permitted in'Church Communion fb 
And be Anſwers it in the Affirmative, - Yes, 


"And tolerated in-their Prattice alſo, *&c. Let us 
fhdy our 'own Hearts, filling up the places where 


God : bas ſet us, in"Church'and Family, with a 
holy, humble, and becoming Converſation ; walk- 
ing worthy of- the Loyd to all well-pleafing. + 

2. A word to thoſe of the other Perſwaſion, 
You are not ſatisfied that your Infants have 4 
right to Baptiſm, if you were, you would devote 


them to Christ in that "Ordinance. 'Tus true, till 


God inlighten your Minds-in that Point, you muft 
diffent' from us ;, but-can you not do it Peaceably ? 
Muſt you need; Unchurch all that are not of your 
Mind ? Onght' you bt to hold Communion with us, 
notwithſt anding this 'difference ? I do perſwade my 
ſelf, that you"that" differ from us in nothing but 
Baptiſm, will not break, Communion for theſe little 
things. Be humble, and will to know the mind of 
God : The bumble the will teach. 

Hs for the Arminian Anabaptiſts, 1 have leſs 
pes of them ; aid yet I would ſeriouſly offer 
them this, Whether theſe Erroneous Opinions, ſuch 
ar, 
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uty to rejett 


To conclude, 1 intreat you, that if you have 
any love for Jeſus Chriſt, Truth, the Churches 


[ Fey, vil appear 


Peace, and your own Souls, lay aſide all Bitterneſs, ' 


Contention and Strife, and put on Love, Bowels 
and Meekneſs ; and if you muſt differ, differ 
Peaceably : Deveft not your ſelves of 'all Charity 
for thoſe that oppoſe your Opinions , who without 
diſpute are the pure$t, the bolieſt, and the ſoundeſt 


Churches in the World, But if you reſolve to go. 


0n, in Speaking and Writing , againſt your Bre- 
thren ;, nay, againſt the Ordinances and Inſtitu- 


tions of Chriſt, and the plain avowed Dottrine of 


_ the Goſpel ;. for certain know, Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
you ignorantly oppoſe, will be too hard for you, and 
he will ſpirit and raiſe up ever, in every Age, ſome 
who will both oppoſe and expoſe your Errors. 


For mine own part, I am weary of this kind of 


work; I heartily wiſh this may be the la3t time 
that 7 ſhall ever be ſeen in Print upon this 0cca- 
ſion, hoping the Controverſie will now fall to the 
gronnd,. and that none will have a Heart to re- 
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CHAP. 1. | 
Proving that Anabaptiſm js a new thing ;, and that 

the Anabaptiſts can claim mo Antiquity for their 
way beyond 1521, Nicholas Stock ding their 
first Founder : Wherein there is a ſhort Fiiftory 
of the Beginning and Progreſs of the Anabap- 
tiſts z77 oo with their Erroneous Opini- 
ons. The Anabaptiſts pretence ro Antiquity, 
proved meer Forgery ; the Fathers and Primitiue 
Churches being for Infant-Baptiſm. 


CHAP. IL 


Proving Gen. 17. 7. to be the Covenant of Grace 
by exght Arguments. Nine Arguments proving 
 Tnfant-Baptiſm Goas Ordinance. 


CAP. IHE 


Proving AQts 2. 39. The promiſe is to you and 
to your Children, &c. is the Promiſe of God 
to Abraham, Gen. 17. 7. wherein is proved, 
That Children were and are to be Charch- 
Members under every Diſpenſation ;, that the 
Goſpel is ſo far from rewvoking former Grants, 
that it ſettles them in all their former Privi- 
ledges. The New Teſtament contains plat 
Precepts for the Baptizang of Infants. That 
to deny Infants right to the Covenant and Bap- 
tiſm is falſe and dangerous Dottrine. 

CHAP. 


C4 he # 35 as, 
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Shewing the right Mode of Baptizing is not Dip- 
ping, but Poutirg, Sprinkbhg, \or otherwiſe ap 
ply ng Water. That the words Baptiſo, Bap- 
\ tiſma, PBaptitmos, * do not neceſſarily ſignifie to 
« Dip: or Plunge... No Scripture - Proof that ever 
gow the Baptiſt ' or the. Apoſelts Baptized any 
ry Dipping the whole Body in Water : With ſe- 
veral Arguments, proving Dipping is not Goas 
Ordinance. | 2) 2M 
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CHAP. V. 


Proving that the Anabaptiſts have revived ſeveral 
A old condemned Herefies ; viz. They deny Origi- 

| | nal Sin ; that Chriſt dyed for all alike ; that © 
| God affords all univerſal and ſufficient Grace ; 
that Saints in Christ may fall away finally, and 
be eternally. damned. They diſown all others 
from being Miniſters, Chriſtians or Churches of 
Chriſt, but themſelves. They deſtroy the Mi- 
niftry, &c. The contrary Truths cleared. 


_— — — a ee. er a ne rarer I COR oo a 


a 


HE Reader is deſired to Pardon and Eor- 

| rect the Infirmities of the Preſs, which - 
by Reaſon of the Authors diſtance, he could not 
do himſelf 


INFANT- 


IxNnrantT BarTIiSM 


Gods Ordinance, 


—E—_— et et. A — 
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CHAP. I. 


Proving that-Anabaptiſm * 4 new thing, and the 
Anabaptiſts can claim no Antiquity for their 
way beyond Nicholas Stock their firſt Founder, 
1521, with Anſwers to their Pretence for An- 
rguity. # 


Nabaptiſm, now ſo much cryed up by. many, as 

if it were a Plant from Heaven, 1 nevertheleſs 

but of yeſterday, and all the Antiquity 2" 

=- lay claim to is not Two Hundred Years, . 

firſt Anabaprift in the World being one Nicholas Stock, or 

4 others, Stork, a German, and a blaſphemous Heretick, 

who about ithe Year 1521 or 1522, began to diſgorge 

his Malice againſt the Baptizing of Infants, and that 

Dipping was the only way of Baptizing. He prong 

to Dreams and Viſions, as alſo converſe with Angels, 

to countenance. his New Religion ; and in the.-Carcaſe 

of this unclean Beaſt was bred a multitude of ſtinging 

Inſets, ſuch as 6encer, Matthias, Kniperdoling, John of 

Lezden, Michael Servetus, John Hut, David George, So- 

ams, Gc. who faneying themſelves inſpired from above, 

moſt confidently uttered their Heretica] Blafphemies 
which were, 


I. That no Iafant ought to be Baptized. 


a—_— 


*" 


WEL 


Pals None were rightly Baptized but ſuciz as were 


nates were. not _ to be ſuffered in the 
aa No C Ni _— to be a Magiſtrate. 

. That it was unlawful to take an Oath. 

s. That there ought,to. be no difference between the 
clerg and Laity, that every one that had Gifts might 
Prove and Adminiſter the Sacraments. 

6. That there 1s he® Ori inal Sin. 

7: That Man ill, 


"_ 


y That the ; Tha Son, and a Ghoſt are not 
Three diſtin& Perſons, and in Nature ob Eſſence One 
God. 


"They matte every Saint equat-with Ctoift';” that 
Chriſt is not God. 

9. They denyed that the Souls of the Godly or Wick- 
ed went to Heaven or Hell till the day of Jud ub 
. '20, That the Viſible Gut confiſts- J- oſe. which 
are perfe&, and of them on by 

11. That Univerſities. Schools, and Huthat "Art 
ought not to be. 

12. The Anabaytiſts, called Libey3 Fatree, dedyell the 
Scriptures to be the Word of God, and ſwging: of 
Pſalms. 

13. That a Man was not tyed to one Witc, therefore 
their phe Kivg John Becold had Fjfteen together. | 

at none were to be 'owhed as Chriſtiahs vt 
Chuttches of Chtiſt, but themſelves only. 

15. That ve whuſt becotne as little Children in. childih 
ations - Therefore they”, would play with Rattles, ride 
on Hobb -horſes, and waſlow 1 in their own Dung in im: 
. tation of Children. 

'*x6. That Lather and the Proteſtant Miniſters were 
worſe than the Pope, carnal Preachers, &c. with much 
more of the like ind. 

I.would not have all theſe things charged upon our 
mg ADD, but the 1. and 2. they all own. The 

4. AM 11. 12: which concern Singing, 14. 16 
ae ener ly owned by the' Arminian Anabaptiſts, though 
there may be ſome for that may diffent in ſome thihg! 
2 many of them own the 3. 4. and 5. yea 

and g 

” Nicholas Stock, ahd the Leaders of the ay” 
£1jbo; 


In, © © -m ova.  «-. 


(EI) 
tifts, 'in Pr up theſe. vile-DoRtiries;) and pretend- 
oy Dreams, - Viſions ' and Revelation, »withithithdering 
cut fearful Curſes againſtall "that would-not obey; did ſo 
amuſe-and terrifie'th&-unthinking ignorant 
ple; thatcin the ſpace: of a few Years, Germany was fill'd 
with Anabaptiſts ;' and'when ever they heardithe Refor- 
mation was begun in altp” City, thither they tlock'd;, not 
troubling 'any Popiſh) City. Whereever (they came they 
thundered againſt Magiftraoy. and Miniſtry | 3 and where 
they" prevailed, pulFd'them down, turni allyintowp- 
roar and confuſion; 'Many : wicked pranks th vlayett 
which exceedingly hardened the rome and hindered 
the Reformatian, ' and much grieved the: lpipits- of thaſe 
Godly Reformers, whoſe -very names are"deferyedly ho- 
noured by the" Churches: of Chriſt,” viz. Calvin, Luther, 
Bullthger, Muſchlus, "Oecolampadiu's, MelantHilm, &yc. who. 
have therefore given us the na þ of the- German Ana- 
dapfiſts;\ 1 CC MASD 

"They formed a- wdiverfad Empire'z matte” Fohn Becold, 
othbrwiſs ealled-Fybn-of Leyden, their King, - fixing the 
hed of their Monarthy'at Munſter, a Gity it Weſtphalle ; 
but #t faſt they \wert'trodden down like mire -it the 
| fireets;” One Hundred: Thouſand of 'them periſhing in 
thofe-eonfuſions Which thernſelves had: cauſed. ' Various 
attempts they made it#/ſeveral- 'places, bit witlr ill ſac- 
ceſs, moſt of ' their” Leaders! being taker and executed, 
very few of then"{dying'# Natural Death; - - Their laft 
attempt-was to hav&fnade'thenifelves Maſters of Aſter- 
dam, but their defign, tttifearyyi they: were' ſeattered to 
every COrner, TO SRP: fauriy with 4nabaptiſts eſcape 
es pre? where ny have neſted ever lines,” inde&- 
vojting*to proÞigate YnitBuptiſon, "My 
"FW great injliky*'ehe Reformation received by: 
Anthapt i/ts * Orrmitng;” and other” parts-abroag,"cau ] 
may [excellent *Divitles;'' as - Calvin, Litther, * Bi 
Chemnitius, (5c. to write the Hiſtories of the! AnaÞ tiſts, 
th warn &ther Countries! to/ take heed' of the like miſe 
chiefs.” Thoſe thitwwonld know more of this, may read 
the aforeſaid Authors, and in Engliſh, Dr: Featly and Mr, 
Rutherford, befides many . = | Wat 

But though what T have 'ſard be reilty the truth, yet 

the Anabipc/ts of our dayes nave” pleaded Antiquity, 

B 2 pre» 


COW - e's. 
- . pretending: that the Novatians and -Donatiſts; yea the an» 
tient Waſdenfians and Britains were Anabattiſts- "> 
To this purpoſe Mr. Henry Danvers, a confident Man, 
etends:to ſearch Antiquity 3 and though Mr. Danvers 
$ been proved zuilty of notorious forgery by:Mr. Wills 
and Mr; Baxter. yet Mr. H, Collinsconfidently tranſcribes 
front him, asif he were an unerring Oracle. He faith, 
That whereas 'F ſaid in my Book., (Infant-Baptiſin-Gods 
Ordinance) ;that it hath been the conſtant cuifom- of | the 
Church of Chriſt all along ffom the Apoſtles: dayes to bap- 
= Infants. He ſaith, The contrary appears from the Mag- 
deburgenſes. Hiſtory, quoting from Mr. Danvers, cent. x, 
lib, 2. pagz 496. that in this Age they Baptized- only the 
Adult -@&c;-: Notoriouſly faiſe / The Magdeburgenſes in 
the place--vited do notſay fo; theſe are, their words, 
Bapthatos efſe Adultos tum Fudgos tum Gentes, exempla 
probant ; ' i.e. We have examples of Adult perſons both 
Fewes and Gentiles z Danvers faith, The adult only; as if 
no Infants were:-baptized. They fay, The. adult Jewes 
and Gentiles; ſuch as were converted to\Chriftianity, - were 
when converted Baptized; They do-indeed fay concerning 
Infants, Infantum Baptiſmatis exempla 'quidem annot ata nan 
teguntur, ſed Origines (F Cyprianus, (F alii Patres,: (Fc. 
That is, we have no particular notice given us, or Exam- 
ples given us that they were Baptized, but Origen and 
Cyprian, and others of the'Fathers -that lived.near the 
Apoſtles dayes, do affirm, ' That even in the Apoſtles 
dayes Infants - were Baptized. And, the Magdeburg 
Writers, whom they would make Angbaptiſts. give. us 
ſeveral excellent Arguments/for the Baptizing of Infants, 
.tgo large to be. ore inſerted 3 yet. who can may. read 
them, cent. 1.1ib. 2. chap. 4- pag 354 and lib.-1... cha: 
& 24s 152. .And- they alſo give us a account of | the 
» fr ac Fathers that lived-in..the firſt Ages of 
xe Church, and witnefſed, That Infants were Baptized 
in thoſe carly times. - ag 174 
Let the Reader here note, , that.the Writings of the: 
firſt Fathers, ſome are wholly:loft, others maimed and 
imperfe, as the two firſt Fathers Polycarpus and- Ignw: | 
tins, who were Diſciples to the. Apoſtles, there is ſcarce: 
ly any thing of theirs extant ; and their immediate | 
fuccefiors, Ireneus and Faſtin Martyr, the latter living 
| W 
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in" St. Johns 'dayes, and freneus_ within Forty: gs: Forty 
Three Years after, as Mr. Baxter proves 1 11 
 Beneus writ many things, but all is loſt; one 
Volumn, and fo of others ; ſo that we not having all 
_ their Writings, they might ſay much more for Infant- 
Baptiſm than ye can produce. Moreover, their Work 
lay:with the Heatheny telling us how they preached to, 
converted” and baptized the Pagans ; ſo 'tis no wonder 
that there is in ſome of them ſo deep a ſilence concern- 
ing Infants, ſecing neither -in the Apoſtles dayes, nor 
for many Hundred Years-after, - the right of Infants to' 
Church: *.iemberſhip and Baptiſm was-never,-caHed. in 


= 


in their right ever ſince Abrahams time z yet.intheir 
broken Writings there's enough to afſure us, Infants were 
baptized in the very early dayes of the Chureh.- | - 


queſtion by any, Tufants. having been ſettled peaceably— 


I. Fuſtin Martyr, whom the Anabaptiſts confidently - 


cite as on their ſide, whereas, as I ſaid before, he dealt 
principally with the Heathen, and tells us how they dealt 
with adult converted Pagans ': What docs this concern 
Infant-Baptiſm ? Yet there are ſufficient hints in Juſtin 
Martyrs Writings that he was for the baptizing of In- 
' fants, 2s Mr. Baxter and Mr. Wills. have proved, to which 
[ refer the Reader ; - only I will here infert a paſſage out 
of Mr. Cobet of New-England,' who tells us, Zuſtin /Mar- 


tyr underſtood John 3. $.. Except a man be born of water, 


Ge. of Baptifm ; for ſpeaking of our vature "and birth, 
Fin, z. e. Original Sin, (which the Anabapti/ts deny) 
he pleads the neceſſity of Regeneration in and by Bap- 
tiſm, as the ordinary way, pleading for. it Jobn 3. 5. 
and whether he rightly underſtand this Text or no, 1s 


not material, his Argument is altogether as concluſive . 


for the baptizing of Infants as adult perſons. 

2. And then as to Irenews, he had ſecn- Policarpis, 
St. Fobns Diſciple ; - we have his teſtimony for Infant- 
Baptiſm, /tb, 2. adverſ. hereſes, ſpeaking of Infants being 
born again by the laver of Regeneration, viz. Baptiſm, 
And again, ſaith he, Chrift came to ſave all ſorts. Qus 


per eum renaſcuntur in Deum infantes, All that are born ta . 


God, Infants, little ones, . Born to God in the Eccle- 
aſfical Phraſe, is but the ſame for Infant-Baptiſm, 


© Wh | 3. Wit« 
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790 Vitnefs 48172rivilf an, on; vrv en tht Mundrt 
years after the Apolties; n his Bobk,:De/ Await, - 
That vine:Ebildten of 'the. Faithful: ate holy by birth ; z  -wltich 
is the ſatie the Apoſtle ith :1-Cor. 1 13. which:16 the 
very 'Argaiment' Proteftants nov! uſe for Infant-Baptifats 
This Tert#an did move ſome Scruples concernihg infants 
Baptiſm 3 -and-.in caſe! thererwas no danger: 'of Death, 
was for delaying Baptiſm till the Child. wasthree or. Hour 
years old,”-bat he never denyed the lawfulneſs of it'; 
and incaſe the fant was in danger of-Death, did vehe- 
Fay, Ng: get: And yet.the Anabaptiſts have the i 101pus 
cite Tertull}an againſt Infamt-Baptiſm, 1131.3 
BS ureyr is£0rigen, who-lived in the Year 200,. and 
in the-very next" A$e after the. Apoſtles »;'' ſo 
that it would be ſtrange if: he ſhould not know what was 
done in the Apoſtles 'dayes.'' In his Commentary 'on 
Rom. 6. hecites the words of Dauid, Pſal. 51. 5. 1.was 
boyn in iniquity, &c. He: adds, Propter :hoc Eccleſia: :ab 
Apoſtolis- traditionem accepit” pdruulic tare Baptiſmum 5, t- e: 
for this Reaſon, 7, e. Beeaufe they ©/are; born in Original 
. In; the Church hath received a Tradition from: the Apes | 
ſiles to adminiſter Baptiſm-to Infants. And in his Coth- 
mentary on Licke, tom. 2: hom. 14. he ſaith, Little Eu 
dren age to'be Baptized for the remiſſion of Sins.” 12 319% 1 
g.". Witneſs is Cyprian, who" lived above | forty onifiy 
yeats#ftbr Origen, that is in-248. © He uſes this Argument: 
for” Infant-Baptiſm , wit ' Infantes circumcidebantar ergo 
Baptizandi ;- 1. e; Infants were Circumciſed, . therefore 
they ought to be Baptized. And learned Tofſianus 5 in his) 
Synopſis of the Fat » tells us that/inhis 8. epiſt..{ib. 3. 
he affirms, Infantes en in ofſe Baptizanitas, ne pereant quod: 
ew mſevicordia nm fit deneganda;, that is, That Infants 
muſt forthwith be' baptized leaſt they 'periſh, becauſe 
Mercy is not to be- denjed them." And in his Epiſtle to 
Fidw, he gives usthe- judgment of an African Counſel of 
66" Biſhops, whereof he was''one, who met to' reſolve a 
Caſe pat by Fidus, viz. Whether Infants might be Baptized 
before the eighth day, becauſe Circumciſion was not-'to be ads 
mmſtred till-then. And they agreed that, "0 recens. 
aati, new'born might be baptized." | 
6. Witneſs is Nazianzen, he was'much what of Ter- 
tullians mind, for deleying Baptiſmn 1 in caſe there wg no 
ear”. 
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fear of Death, but.in caſe of Death to baptize preſcnt! 
Yea, in his 4- by he owns it abſolutely in els wk : 
Haſt thou a young Child, let it be baptized from an Infant, 
(7c. Beſides all theſe, there are many other Fathers 
whoſe Teſtimonies might be brought , as Chryſoſtome, 
Bazil, Ferome, Maxentius, Gregory the Great : But I ſhall 
conclude by only naming a | $.ihvalne A 
7. Witneſs St. Auſtin, who lived ſomething more than 
twenty five years after the death of St. Fohn. The Ang- 
baptiſts pretend, he brought in Infant-Baptiſm-.z but that's 
very A for Origen lived above one hundred and fitty 


years befgre him.” Now St, Auſtin doth hat. poly, tel uh 
it was priced in hts time, but we. haye- his teſtimon 
that InfanfBaptiſm had been ever prafticed in the Ch : 
from the Apoſtles dayes : Lib. 1o. ſaith he, Canſuetug, 
Matris Eccleſig in Baptizandus puerulis non ſpernanda eff ; 
nec omnino credenda eſt niſs Apoſtolica_ efſet Traditzo ; 
that is, The Cuſtom of, our Mother the Church is not to 
be deſpiſed in baptizing Infants ; neither were it at all 
to be believed were it not an Apoſtolical Tradition. © _ 

Let not the Reader here be ſtartled at the word Tra- 
dition ; for though ſometimes the word is taken in an ill 
{enſe for an innovation in Gods Worſhip, fo Papiſts have 
many unwarrantable Traditions z but--it's in ScTIPe 
taken in a goad ſenſe for an Ordivance or Do&rine taugl 
by the Apoſtles, as 1 Cor. It. 2. it's tranſlated Ordinances, 
and 2 Theſ]. 2. 15. the ſame ward. is . retidered Trad?tton, 
So Auſtin and Orzzen by Tradition mean an Ordinance rey 
ceived from the Apoſtles. Thus 1s. there not any .one 
Teſtimany-for . them out of the, Fathers or Magdeburgen» 
ſes, but all againſt them ; ſo that their infatuation 15 
_ very great to plead Antiquity. .-.. | 

They . do indeed plead the Donatiſts, Waldenſes, and 
old Britains, as if they were all Anabaptiſts, but it's 
altogether falſe. The Donatiſts were for rebaptizing ſuch 
as had been baptized by Hereticks. The Waldenſes and 
old Britains refuſed to baptize according to the manner 
of degenerate Rome, for which the Papiſts traduce and 
ſlander them, They may as, well:ſay the Church of 
Enghand, the Church of Scotland, of Holland, Geneva, &C. 
are all Anabaptiſts, becauſe they have laid aſide the Po- 
piſh Mode of Baptizing. Thus they haye moltgcrolly 
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flandered the Fathers, the Donatiſts, Waldenſes, and old 
Britiſh Saints. Mr. Wills and Mr. Baxter have largely 
deteted the Forgeries of Henry Danvers upon this ſub- 

» Mr. Baxter has a Book bearing this Title, viz. 4 
confutation of the ſtrange Forgeries of Mr. H.Danvers againſt 
#he Antiquity of Infant-Baptiſm. And indeed well ma 
they thus ſlander and belye Antiquity, when they fo 
confidently cite our Proteſtant Reformers, ſuch as Wick- 
tiff, Calvin, Lather, Melan#thon, Zuinglius, Ofiander, Caſ- 
Sander, Bullinger, . Beza, Dr. Hammond, Dr. Taylor, Dr, 
Barlow, Mr. Baxter, who while he.was writing againſt 
the Anabaptifts, tells us he heard the Hawkers crying un- 
der his Window, Mfr. Baxters Arguments for the Baptiſm 
of Believers, and againſt Inſant-Baptiſm. Nay my ſelf, 
as Mr. Collins fancies, hath furniſhed them with an cx- 
cellent Argument for Anabaptiſm ; becauſe I faid, There 
were no Anabaptiſts in the Apoſtles dayes, nor of many 
bundred years after. Thus Ignorance, Impudence, and 
a ſtock of vile Confidence makes Men they neither care 
what they do or ſay. 

But what can they by all their Art gather out of Prote- 
Rant Authors for Anabaptiſm ?_ | 

Anſwer, Why a falſe Witneſs will make a Man ſpeak 
what was never in his thoughts, as. Mr. Danvers does the 
Magdeburgenſes , cent. 1. he confidently ſaith, That in 
this Century the cuſtom of Dipping was changed into Sprink- 
ling, &c. whereas there is not one word, as Mr. Wills obs 
ſerves, in the whole cent, 1, to that purpoſe. 

Sometimes they pervert the ſayings of Learned, God! 
men. As when Tertullian, Athanaſius, and athers ſpea 
how the Church uſually dealt with Pagans, firft taught 
them, and then baptized them : And ſo Mr. Baxter, None 
but diſciples ought to be baptized. Now this is enough to 
make Mr. Baxter an Anabaptiſt ; for ſay they, Infants are 
not diſciples :- But Mr. Baxter proves Infants to . be diſct- 
ples, therefore they ought to be baptized. 

. Are. nat all the Proteftant Churches in the World for the 
baptizing Believers, whoever denyed it ? All we have men 
tioned would not baptize a Turk or 4 Jew till he belieye%, 
hut would firſt inſtruct him in the hip go of Chriſt. 

What is this to the baptizing of Infants, only ſyct 
Huff 25 this will ſerve to raiſe duſt, apd blind the <56 
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of an ignorant Reader. To conclude this Chapter," k 
ſhall only inſert ſome paſſages of Mr. Baxter, which 
dropt from him in wuch grief upon the reading,of the 
notorious Forgeties and Slanders of Mr. Danvers con- 
cerning Antiquity. | 

« lam (ſaith he) aſhamed for the dulneſs of my own 
« Heart, that it doth not with floods of compaſſionate 
« tears lament the pitiful condition of the ſeduced that 
« muſt' be thus deceived in the dark : And of the 
« Church of God that muſt be thus aſſaulted by fach 
& jnhumane means 2” The Book being compoſed in that 
« part of Hiſtory which the ſtreſs of the cauſe lveth up- 
« on, of ſuch untruths in fa& and hiſtory, as I profefs 
« it's one of my greateſt difficulties to know how to 
© call them. Should | ſay as they are ſ> notorious and 
&« ſhameleſs (as 1 fay not) that a Turk or Pagan would 
« have bluſhed to have been guilty of but ſome Page or 
« Lines of them 3 and much more- a man of 'any ten- 
« derneſs of Conſcience. 

<« It grieves me much that the Souls of poor Chriſtians, 
« ſhould be under the temptations of ſuch Writings, 
« where notorious untruths in matters of fa are re- 
© ported and juſtified. | | 

And afterwards Mr. Baxter puts theſeaQueries to Mr. 
Danvers, which (becauſe Mr. Collzns fo conndently tran- 
ſcribes and reports) I again here offer them to Mr. Col- 
fins to be thought on at his lieure. 

I. Whether the untruths in matters of fa& you ſo con- 
hdently publiſh be not of ſo ſtupendious a magnitude as 
. ſhould have frighted the Conſcience of a Turk or Pagan? 
When no leſs than four whole bodies of men are ſo flan- 
dered by you, the Donatiſts, the Nova'ians, the Waldenſes, 
and the old Britains, each of them containing it's like 
many hundred thouſands, and when fo' many whole 
books are falſified. 

2. Whether you do not much more by ſuch notorious 
Scandals to hinder your ſucceſs, than many Writings 
againſt you could have done ? 

3- Whether you are really men of tender Conſciences 
as you would have others believe, while you cannot en- 
dure our Infant-bleſſings, and yet can ſwallow ſuch 
, Camels as theſe ? YM y 
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; 4-, Whether it's probable that ſuch notorious _Forgers 
and Slandererz ſhould-know more of Gods mind in the 
int of Baptiſm, than, all the ſaber, holy, learned 
Chriſtian World for-ſe many hundred years? 
s. Can you expett to be believed in other things, that 
can 1o deliberately forge and {lander 1n ths ? 

6. Is it likely that God ſhould bleſs ſuch unmanly 
Scandals as this to the Churches good, unleſs as Sin by an 
over-yuling Providence may occaſion good ? 

7.”1s not this a ſcandal to your Rebaptized Churehes, 
to be ſo polluted, and to have fo looſe a diſcipline, as to 
ſuffer ſuch a member as you in it, without either bringing 
you to Confeilfion and Repentiance, or caſting you out 

y Excommunication ? Have our looſe Societies in 
England greater Scandals and more ſcandalous members, 
Thus fac Mr. Baxter. 

Now you have had it made clear, that notwithſtand- 
ing all the brags and boaſts of Antiquity, that Anabap- 
tiſm 15 a meer novelty, and its Age but of yeſterday, 
and its firſt Authors and Founders being notorious Here- 
ticks and Blafphemers 3 enough to make every ſober 
perſon our of love with it, and ſuſped it as an impoſture 
of Satan to vex and pollute the Church, 
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Proving that Gen. 17. 7. (I will eſtabliſh 'my Co 
venant between me and thee, and thy ſeed after 
thee in their generations, for an everlaſting Co- 
venant, to be a God unto thee and thy ſeed after 
thee,) is the Covenant of Grace, and from 
thence clear proof for Infant Church-member- 
ſhip and Baptiſm, with Anſwers to Adv. Collins's 
weak C avils to the contrary. 


T's ſtrange to conſider with what fiery Zeal the Ana« 
4 baptiſts oppoſe the baptizing of Infants, and with | 
what bitterneſs, ſcorn and reproach they uſually treat | 


thoſe that plead for it. That Infant-baptiſm is Gods 
h Ordinance, 


| (. LI » S 
Ordinance, _ I have fully cleared: in. alceady 

abfoad, called, Infant Baptiſm. Gods Fg Brat L have 
lid down nine, Ar ts. to- prove it. One of them 
'was, The cuſtom of the Church þ in all..Ages 3. whick 

been largely handled in the former Chapter. A ſecon 
was, 

. 2. If God doth. own the rnfant-ſced: of believers as 
His, then they ought to. receive the token of his ſo gyn- 
ing of them : but God doth ſo own themy, ergo ; Againſt 
this he gives no anſwer, but either igaorantly or mali- 
ciouſly raiſes a duſt to blind the Readers eyes 3 1 will rg- 
turn, ſaith he, an Argument ad. hominem, If God own the 
Infant ſeed of Unbele evers,. .as Pagans,- as his," then they 

onght to be Baptized ? But "God doth, &c, Exzek. 18. Ay 
ſouls are mine 3 ergo, none, arguing.z  Lfay, The Childve 
of Believers : He faith, The Children of Pagans. 1 ſpeak 
ef Gods owning us 1 Covenant, and our Children, and 
thence infer a right to the Seal ; He ſpeaks of Gods: OWN- 
ing-us as Creatures. , Is there any congruity between a 
Covenant-right and. a Creature-ri ht'?-. Or doth he got 
rather mean that thoſe I call, Beſzexers #m Covenant, 'are 
in his eyes but a company of Pagans, and can claim no 
other right than what a Pagan may do ? This is theip 
Principle, as I ſhall prove in due place. My 

3. Argument for Iufant-Baptiſm was this, If the In» 
fants of believing Parents ought to be received as viſible 
Church-members, then they ought to be baptized : but -. 
the former is true, therefore the latter. This I ſhall more 
fully-proſecute by and by. 

4. | Argument was, If any Infants are Chriſts Diſci- 
ples, then thoſe Infants ought to be baptized : but tome 
Infants are Diſciples, As 15. io. therefore, 0c. 

To this they confidently reply, Infants cannot be 
Chriſts Diſciples becauſe they cannot 'be taught, Mat. 28. 
18. and becaute they cannot take up Chriſts Croſs and 
follow him. AS for Matthew, the words are, MaIwrd* 
ouTs mivTe Ts yn, word for word faith Learned Leigh 
from the Greek, .Go make them - diſciples. Infants are a 
great part of Nations, therefore Infants are Diſciples, 
and may and have born Chriſts Croſs. My 

8+ Argument, If the Children of believing Parents 
are in the Covenant of Grace, and 'the promiſes-of the 

| Covenant 
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Evrenant belongs t6 them, then they ouglit to be bapti-. 
zed' : but the Wirher is true, ergo, the latter, a 2. 
29. | This I'ſhall more fully proſecute and clear in the 
next Chapter. My e | 
-6 Argument was, 'If the Infants' of one or both be- 
lieving Parents be tederally holy, tizcn they ought to be 
baptized : but the former is true,” 1 Cor. 7. 14. Their 
Cavil is this, Helihej3 is only Jegitimacy, not baſtards, hat 
been ſo often anfwered that 'tis needles to repeat. 
«7. If the Infants of believing Parents belong to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, then they ought to be baptized: 
but the former 1s'true, Mat. 19. 14: ergo, the latter. 

8. If Tnfarits are to be received in Chriſts Name, then 

they ought to be baptized in Chriſts Name : but the 
former 1s true, Mark 9g. 39. 
---9. If in our Saviours time the Head and Maſter of a 
Family was never baptized but his whole Family was 
baptized with him, then Infants ought to be baptized ; 
for they are a conſiderable part of Families ; but the 
former is trae, As ro. Aﬀs 16. 1 Cor. 1, 14. 

'*Theſe nine Arguments were handled and cleared in my 
former Book : And I humbly conceive that one of, them - 
has truth and weight ſufficient to prove, that ſome In- 
fants have right to Baptiſm : but by Gods help I ſhall yet 
give further-light by removing the ſnares and ſtumbling 
blocks out of the way, which the Anabaptiſts have indu- 
ſtrioully thrown in our way to make us ſtumble. 

The main Scripture that lyes in their way 1s Gen. 17. 7: 
1f that be the Covenant of Grace, or a meer branch of 
it, -it infallibly ruines all their Obje&ions againſt Infant 
Church -memberſhip and Baptifin : For if Infants have 
been by Gods own appointment taken into the Church as 
viſible Church-members, by vertue of the Covenant of 
Grace, and the promiſes of the Covenant belongs to 
them, and this priviledge ſettled on them by an un- 
changeable and everlaſting Covenant, then it follows be- 
yond all contradiG&tjon, that it 1s notorious wickednels 
to caſt out, or plead for the caſting ſuch Infants out of 
the Church 3 but this is true, that ſome Infants were ſo 
taken in, and ſuch priviledges ſettled on them, therefore 
tie conſequence is unavoidable, if Gen, 17.7: be the 
Covenant of Grace. [avs Hes, 3's BE 
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17.7. is 
ore 1t Calte 


* But Gen. 17 1. is neither the hw hegrid of Works 104 

a Gyyen enant of Peculiarity (otherwiſe. than the Covenian! 

race may be. caltd- ſo) but the yery*Covenant "'q 
Grace made with the Chur through Jeſus Chriſt. : 

I. I ſhall anſwer their ObjeQion. > 

- . 2+ I ſhall prove it to be the Covenant of Grace. *! 
| 7. I ſhall anſwer Objeftions which the Anabaptiſti 
weakly urge againſt Gen. 17. 5. from being the Coycna of 
of Grace. 

(1,) Mr. Collins caith, ' The Covenant, ob: 
broken, and turns us to "Lach. 11. 10, 11 therefe 
We, be the Covenant of. Grace. 

Anſw.. The Anaba 2, run themſelves and Hetrers into 
ſtrange abſurdities by. their miſtaking the Nature of the 
Covenant of” Grace? _ The Covenant of Grace is' to be 
conſidered two mantier of wayes. 

1. Asto its external. adminiſtration ; atid fo it takes 
inall that make a credible profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and 
do claim vitible Church-memberſhip. Thus all vifible 
profe ed Chriſtians are in Covenant, them and their 
Children. 

2. There is an. internal and inviſible Covenant 
wherein ſuch as are elefed, Eph. 1,4, 5. joyned to Chrif 
by a living Faith and Union, Fohn 6. 37- John I7. 6, 9s 
are comprehended. * Now the Covenant, as to the in- 
ternal and inviſible adminiſtration of it, is not the 
ground of Baptiſm'': Then we' muſt baptize none but 
 fuch as are EleRed aud given to Chriſt, and ſo favingly 
united to him : And then we muſt never baptize any ; 3 
for in this reſpe& they are only known to God. It is 
the conſidera joh of ihe Covenant as to its external ad- 
miniſtration, viz. viſible profeſſion, or perſons being 
viſibly in Covetiant, that is the ground of Baptiſm. 

Now ſuch as. are internally in Covenant are never” 
thrown out, Fey. 32: 40. All the infirmities and weak- 
neſſes of the Saints ſhall never make God break Covenant 
with them; although the rotten Dottrine which the 
Arabaptiſts hold of falling away from Grace, ſuppoſeth 
the Covenant thus conſidered may be broken, as I ſhall 
ſhew in the fifth Chapter. 

But then the Covenant conſidered in its external ad- 


miniſtration may be broken, when perſons who ſome- 
times 


39. 


Ithes made a cre fible profeffion do apoſtatize fina 
ot. ſubmit. to, 1th new diſpenfations 'as God ' 

y inay be cilcovenanted which is the cafe of the 
Fews at this day And the equeaning of 'Zech. 11. 10; 11. 
the Fews were externally in Covetiantt;' they were Abra- 

ms Seed, atid ealteT for” the promiſed "Seed, which 

as Chriſt ;,. but when he came they generally y rej eQted 
hitm, aid would tot ſubmit to the new Diſpenfation .of 
the Covenant, ſo they were for their unbelief difcove-. 
niatited : $o the Covenant is faid to be broken ; not that 
God had faifd'to perfortn any thing that'he had* premai- 
{cd, but. they-not ſubmitting t to the Conditiohs were nk 
out :, And have we not heard of An a) that'ha 
profeſt to believe, and have been Dipt, have mad bs 
credible profeſſion in their way for {be time, but have 
afterwards turn'd Ranters, Quaers, any thing, or. __ 
boffiing 3 ? Were'not theſe Chutch-giembers before,, and 
We th not 1 now utichurch'd'? ©, 


ww e. objets Rom. 9, 8, but nothing thence can be 
nuded againſt Gen. 17. 7. not beitig the Covenant of 
Grace. All-,Abrahams- carnal Seed were not taken tits 


Covenant, but in Tac ſhall thy $ced' beccalled : And fo 
if Abrahams Seed by Tac become final Ap oſtates from 
the Cavenant,' ich are they the Childret of the Fleſh; 
but if they believe in Chriſt then they and tfidir Chilaren 

are Abrahams ſecd and heirs according to promiſe, Aﬀt 
2, 30. 

"3 He objeds, None are Chriſts Diſciples, but ſuch P 
fake up the Croſs of Chriſt. 

Anſw., I have proved 7" Aﬀs:1..10; Ft. and Mat. 
28. 19. that Infants are Chriſts Diſciples.. 

8. But, ſaith he, none are accounted Abrahams Seed 
under the Goſpel, but-ſuch as aFually beljeve.” 

Anſw. True, none but them and theit Infants : But, 
what proof can he- bring, Gal. 3."laſt, that proyes' no 
ſuch things ? . for ſaith the 777 If you are Chriſts' then 
gre you Abrahams ſeed : but ſome [ofants are Chriſts, 
therefore ſome Infants are Abrahams Sced. 

s: But, faith he, the Branches are broken off, Rom, It 
ergo, Infants are diſeruenanted. | 

Anſw. True. All thoſe Fews who were viſible branches 
in the then viſible Church, and by final unbelief on. 

| Chr1 


kriſt,, chey and their Tofants wete. broken off ; but ſuch 
CN Pelithe ky not broken off, but the PA gs 


tinged romhrlg and their Children, A#s 2.  . .... © - 
" 6, He objets, That Gen., 1 7. was a Covenant, of, Works, 
and Cireumciſion, and all the Ceremonial Law were Seals to 
it 44 4 Covenant of Works. NE ER 

_ Anſw. The plain'truth is, the poor ,Man has ſuch 2 
weak Head that he knows not what'in the World to make 
of it. Sometimes 'tis a Covenant of Works z.. by and by 


: 


Th#p 


tis a Covenant of Circumciſion ; then'1n the next breath 
it's a Covenant of Peculiarity z ſo it ſeems theſe are terms 
equally underftood by him. "Tis true, there.1s ſuch's 
thing 4s the Covenant of Works, though this is not-it ; _ 
but 4 Covehtant of Circumciſion, and. a Covenant of, Pe- 
culiatity, however he may hug them as Learned'Noti 
yet they will Ipok extreamly ridiculous to Men of Senſe ; 
Tis like he! ſay "tis call'd Gods Covenant, Gen. 17. 10, 
This is my covenaiit, &c. Circumciſion is there call d the 
Covenant, ſaith Learned Pool, by a uſual Metonymy, becauſe 
tis a Sign and Seal of the Covenant, as the Bread and Wine 
are ſaid.to be Chriſts Body and Blood; i. e. Sacramental 
 Sighs and Seals of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, When 
he ſaith, Circumciſion is a Seal to the Covenant of Works ; 
he might as well do, as I have read of a Popith Prieſt, 
who Preaching up Juſtification. by Works, but could not 
poſſibly think of. any way to reconcile St. Pauls Dofrins 
and his together,,.crycd out in the Pulpit,..0 Pax, Payl + 
If what thou teacheſt be true, that a Man is juſtified- by. 
Faith, without the deeds of the Law, 1 wiſh a viſible confu* 
ſion from Heg'ven may light upon me -:Which was-no ſooner 
ſpoke then” anſwered. \. SS 
'Tis a moſt lamentable caſe when Men in their ignarant 
pride, will rather fly in the face of the Spirit of God, 
than forgo an Errour. St. Paul faith, Rom. 4. 11.:that 
Circumciſion was a ſign and ſeal of the righteouſnef8 of faith, 
ze, of Chriſt; for Faith knows no other Righteouſneſs 
but that of Chriſt. Mr. Coftins ſaith, it belongs to the Co- 
venant of Works. Who ſhall we believe, an ignorant, raſh 
Man, or the bleiled Apoſtle 2 Judge ye. And fo the Ce- 
remonial Law, all looks at Chriſt,” Heb. 10. 1. Heb. 9. 
'hroughout z and no wonder though he ſpeak at this 
'e, when he elſewhere tells us, That Tranſubſtantiation, | 
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Infor in Covenant ,. and Infants Habitual Faith are 
terms equally underſtood by their various Profeors bo; 
thinks all'the whole World Fools, beſides himſelf and'a 
few of his own Prof-ſſion ; who (I think) as little under- 
ftatd their own. Principles as atiy ; Trabſubſtantiation 
(however erroneous) the Learned Papiſts very well know 
what they. mean by it ; ſo Infants in Covenant, and In- 
fants Habitual Faith, are things very well underſtood by 
Proteſtaut Divines. Wang ent | 

One thing that confounds the Anabaptiſts is 3 they know 
not how to mike any differetice between the Abrahamical 
Covenant and that at Sinai, which was 400 years after, 
That to Abraham was a pure Covenant of Grace ; that 
at Sina! was mixed, partly of Works, and partly of 
Grace ; partly of works, becauſe the Law written upon 
Mans Heart was' :imoſt obliterated, therefore God gave 
the Grme 10 the Ten Commandments written in Tables 
of 'Stone. which were at firſt written in the Fleſhly Ta- 
bles of the Heart. This was not a new'or other Covenant 
than what was rhade with A4um, but only the ſame re- 
vived ; as the Covenant with 45raham 'was not properly 
a new Covenant, but a new Diſpeuſation of the old, 
made Gen. 3.15. This was not given now as 4 means of 
Juſtihcation, and the like, but for the diſcovery of Sin, 
Rom. 3. 19. and for a Rule of Life : But the Sinaz Cove- 
nant was partly and principally a Covenant of Grace ; 
7-'e, All the Ceremonial Law did properly belong to the 
Covenant of Grace, as being a School-Maſter to, Bring 
us to Chrift, Gal. 3. 24. &c. 

2. I ſhall-now offer you ſome Arguments to prove that 
promiſe, Gen 17. 7. is the Covenant of Grace. 

Argument 1. Gen. 17. 7. 1s the Covenant of Grace ; 
for it muſt either be a Covenant of Works or a Covenant 
of Gtace ;5- but a Covenant of Works it cannot be, for 
that requires perſonal perfe&t Obedience, and in caſe of 
Sin lays the Sinner under a Curſe, Gal. 3. 10, 12. -Rom. 
4. 5. The Covenant of Works knows no mercy to the 
Sinner, but in this Covenant God promiſes himſelf to be 
a God to Abraham and his Seed, though they were Sin- 
ners : Therefore it's the Covenant of Grace. 

Arz. 2. This, phraſe, 1 will be thy God, &c. 1s never 
found but in a promiſe of the new Covenant, as 15 on 
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\28en; 25. 15 Exod) 29. 45. 2 7. Exeb. "It. 
9; 26% © 2 Core! 6..16. Rev. an Therefore it muſt 
een be the Covenant of Grace. 

"241g. 34 It-is- the Covenant of Grate; for it's an ter- 
laſting Covenſy 3 for| the Hebrew word  Gholam fgnifies 
Eternity, 'of z and this is one of- the Gloriots 
Propertics- of -the"Covenant of Grace, 2 San. 23, 5 
Although my houſe be ngt ſo-with God ; yetslh Rath __ with / 
me (Gnolam)' an'evgrlaſting covenant. Soflias-; 
have broben the (Gnolam) everlaſting covent FB | 
faith Mr. 7ackson;' Wmeant the Covenant\oFf Gra 
with Abraham." So Tſa: $5. 3. Ta. 61.8. Jer. «+ 33. 40. 
Ezeh. 37426. *In all which places the Hebrew word 
Gnolam 1s uled. 

Objet, But (Kith Mr. Collins) this Word does our Cauſe 
m1 ſervice ; for in this place it does not ſignifie Perpetuity or 
Eternity, but only a certain Pertod of, Time, as the ſtanding 
of the Prieſthood, which 4s now taken down. 

Anſw. The Learned in the Hebrew'T ongue tel] us, That 
wien Gnolam is uſedf6t,- or of Things mutable in their 
own Nature, it fignifies a/Periodical Eternity 3 but when 
it is ſpoken of God, or Things Immutable and Eternal, 
it always ilgniies a Perpetual Etermity. Now the Cove- 
nant of Graces -Immutavic and Eternal, therefore 
Gnolam doth here fignitie a Pegget 
were the Prieſthood or. C/ F; mfuch Temporary Things, 
as Mr. Collins dreams; for tt&Pricithood 1s Eternal 1n 
Chriſt, of whom the Avinical Prieſthood was a Type, and 
Canaina Type of an Eternal Inheritance, as both- Learned. 
Ainſworth on Gen. 17. 7. and the Apoſtle in the Epijtl, LY 
the Hebrews will tcll-hium. 

Arg. 4. It muſt needs be the Covenant of Grace, if it 
be the ſame in ſubſtance with that Gen. 3. 15. but it 1s 
the ſame 1n ſubſtance ; for the ſubſtazce of that Pramiſe, 
Gen..3« 15. is, That #he feed of the waunan(whigh is Chriſt) 
ſhould: deſtry ſatan, and open a way to Heaven Loſt ſinners 
by Jeſus Chriſt, Now this Promiſe, I will be a God to thee, 
Gc. is the ſame'in other. words ; it cotitains (faith Learned 
Pool) all manner of Bleffings, Temporal, Spiritual, and 
Eternal, ſuch as juſtiication. San&incation,Gloriacation, 
a5. Lev. 26. 12, -Pſal. $3. 42. Pſat. 144. 15. fer. 31. 33: 
For though Canaan 260 Temporal Things were promiſed, c 
CG vet 
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yet theſe wer Shdors of better. Things,and fey 
adripet.” , Heb. 11. 9, 70, 11, £2, 1351 Gal. 
3. 1 

Arg. $. If this Covenant,. Gen. 17. 7:. be-the ſame i in 
ſubſtznce, or rather a .clearer Draught gf that Promiſe, 
Gen. 12, 3» In thee ſhall all the families of the earth be 
bleſſed, aa it is the Covenant-of Graces for Mr. Collins 
confeſicth that &-+the Covenant of. Grace. But this is 
the ſame, op4xather a clearer Draught z therefore, Gr. 
In thee, #& W&thy Secd,s which is Chriſt, Gal. 3+ 9, 16. 
tons hexe muſt be reſtrained t&/thoſe i in all Nations 
that God takes \into Covenant, bo e. Parents believing 
and their .Infants; fo Gen. 19. 7. the' Promiſe 1s more 
full: 7 will bleſs thee, and thy ſeed, with all manner of 


bleſſings, (as before) 1 will be a God to thee, (xc. How 


comes this to paſs, but through Chriſt the promiſed 
Seed ? 

Arg. 6. If this Promiſe, Gen. 1 7. 7. containsin it all 
manner of Goſpel-vleſſings, ſuch as Pardon, Juſtification, 
SanQtification, and Eternal Life, then, it is the Covenant 
of Grace ; but it does contain in it all manner of Goſpel- 
bleſſing, as hath been proved} and as Mr. Tombs (the 
moſt conſiderable Man that ever the Anabaptiſts had 


amongſt them) confeſſeth; for in his Apology, pag. 131. * 


he thus ſpeaks, The Cougnant (faith he) with Abraham, 
I find, Gen. 17. 7. and th ve. urging of tn, Covenant 1 deny 
not, Exod- 32. 13. and Dent. 9. 27, 28, 29. Lev. 26. 42. 
Exod. 3. 6. (all Branches of the Covenant of Grace ) : And 
meh I ſay not it . contains only the Promiſe of | Canaan, but 
47 it contains alſo the « Promiſe of Redemption by Chrift, 
ke*T. 71, 72. A very good Argument to prove it the 
Zovenant ; for no other Covenant but the Covenant of 
Grace, contains Redemption and Salyation by Chriſt. 
ag. 7 . It muſt needs be a Covenant of Grace ; for 
both Circ uggition, the Sign and Seal of it, as alſo, all 
thoſe other Shadaws and Typical Rites, vis. the Tem 
Prieſts, Sacrifices, (Fc. were Goſpel-Ordinances, 
dowing out the Way of Salvation, not by the Co 
of Works, but by Chriſt, as hath been abundantly pr 
from Rom. 4.11. Heb. g.and 10, 1, For the Goſpel ol 
the Law of Moſes are not diſtinguiſhed as the one being 
the Covenant of Works, and the other of Grace ; but 


the 
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che doth'more clearly unfold that way of Salyation 
| py revealed more darkly. | | 
Arg. '8.;, If that Promiſe, ' A#. 2. 39: The promiſe js #0 
you, and to your children, and to them that are afar off, &c. 
be no other Proſe chan Gen. 17.7. then it will evidently 
appear to be the. Covenant of Grace 3. but that Promiſe, 
Aﬀts 2. 39. is that great Promiſe; Gen. 17. 7. asſhall be 


made evident (by Gods help) in the follgwing Chapter: 
F | : ; 
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CHAP. IIL. 


Proving, That that Promiſe, ACts 2. 39. (The 
promiſe is to you,and to your children,&c.) 
is the Promiſe of God to Abraham : Which 
therefore cont ains a plain Precept for the baptifing 
of Infants, comaining an Anſwer to all Mr. 
Collins hath ſaid to pervert thoſe Words to 
4 contrary Seuje. 


Hat Promiſe, A#s 2, 39. lyeth fo full againſt the 
Anabaptiſts, that it extreamly juſtles them ; and 
therefore ſeveral leading Men. of that Perſwafion have 
put to their help to remove. 1it.out of the way : And tho' 
their Expoſitions of it havyebeen not only contrary to 
the Analogy of Faith, but right Reaſon ; yet-they have 
made a great Noiſe, and rais'd a great Duſt, to blind and 
divert an unwary Reader; neither has Mr. Col/:ns heen- 
more happy than the reſt of his Brethren 1n han 
ling that Text. Whither he would have the Promiſe 
refer'd, is yet to me unknown; moſt' of them refer it to 
v.17. the Promiſe of Miraculous Gifts, ſpoken af by 
eel, but this would fignifice little to theſe Perfons 
pricked atthe Heart z nothing in the World but. Pardon 
of Sin, and aw Intereſt in the Attoning Blood of the 
Meſſiah, could do them any good ; they naight have theſe 
Miraculous Gifts, and be damn'd ; neither were theſe to 
be continued in the Church, &c. —be baptized every one of 


you, &&c, —for the promiſe is to you, and ta.your children, 


&c, + 
; C 2 The 


- The oecafion' of PH Words. was that 
thade, in the Hearts' of a Multirade -of Jews, wh had 
many 'of them been the Betrayers and Murderers of 
Chriſt ; they verily thought Chrift had beer a Seducer; 
but being now 'convinced, that He wamthe Son-of God, 
the Anointed Saviour, they being pricked at the Heart, 
cry ont, Men and brethren, what alt we do ? The Apoſtle 
perſwades them to repent of their» Sin 1n Crucifying 
Chriſt, and to be Baptized every one of them, and as an 
Argume Xo encourage them to it, tells them, That the 
promiſe #*t0. you, and your children, &. q4. d, Deſpair not 
of Pardon and Grace, though your Sin has been fo great, 
for-that Ls Promiſe, Gen. 17. 7. That God will be your 


God, and the God of your ſeed,.is yet. to you and your chil- 
dren. 

Now I ſhall particularly open the Text, and ſhew 
you, 


I. That this Promiſe is that great Promiſe, Gen. 17-7, 
IE. That the Children here ſpoken of, are the ſame with 
Secd there. 
I. That that” Promiſe, As 2. 39. is that Promiſe, 
/ Gen. 17. 7 
This I ſhall prove by theſe Arguments. . bs 
Arg. 1. The Promiſe here ſpoken of, muſt needs be _ 
the'Promiſe of Pardon, Juſtification, and Eternal Life; 
no other Promiſe could,,do them any good, nor any wiſe 
anſwer their Caſe. It was the wrath of God they feared, 
the Damnation of Hell they trembled at ; nothing but 4 
Chriſt and Pardon could eaſe them : but this was n0 
where to be found but in the Covenant of Grace ; which 
Coyenant is Gen. 17. 9. as has been proved. 
2, The Apoſtle here ſaith, -The promiſe 7s to you, with 
out naming the ' words of the Promiſe ; ſo that jt muſt 
needs be ſome Remarkable Promiſe, that the Fews very 
well knew, and were familiarly acquainted with ; and 
what Promiſe could that be, but the great Promiſe made 
by God to their Father Abraham, That he would wy 
God,and the God of his Seed ? This they well knew,and 
loried in, John 8. 39, and the Apoſtle o readily allows 
them, Rom. 9. 4. And there is an Article .in the Greek 
Text, titat doth as with the Finger, point them to ſome. 
great Remarkable Promiſe, 5 «my yeaie, which = 
Learned 


"(OY RD” 
Learned:Mntanws renders repromjſſio, a” promiſing again, 
a repeating a Promiſe over again ; fo that prepolitive 
Article y- doth; pointto.fome former Promiſe, not now 


meationed, but which the Jews were ſuppoſed to be well | 


icquaimted with,z” which muſt needs be that grand Pro- 
miſe of the Covenant, Gen. 17. 7. 

3. That Promiſe the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of; muſt be 
that Promiſe to wich Circwmeiftion was the Seal under 
the former Diſpenſation 5 for the Apoſtle was ſſgaking tos 
Circumciſed Zews, who had been taken 1utoQovenant, 
and had received Crrcumcition as the Seal, and were ſtill 
under that Diſpenſation 3 for though they were 7 at 
faulty Mcmbers, by Adding ignorantly agataft Chrift, yet 
they were” not diſcovenanted, but were viſthle Church- 
members, though faulty. If any aftirm they were dif- 
covenanted, let them prove it. Noyw what Covenant was 
molt proper to be urged to them, but that Covenant 
which they had all Subſcribed to by receiving Circuract- 
ſjon the Seal of it. And this renders the Apoſtles Diſ- 
courſe very intclligent, yg. d. Repcnt of your Crucifying 
the Lord of Glory, and be Baptized every one of you, 
ec. for that great Promiſe of God-to Abraham and his 


Seed, Gen. 17. 7. and into which Covenant you have 


been entred by Circumcifion, 1s to you and to your Chil- 
dren in preſent Pofleſſion, and-to them which are afar 
off, whom the Lord our God ihall call, when they repent 
and believe, then the Promiſe ſhall be'to them and their 
Children, as it is now to you and yours. 

4: This Promiſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, was that Promiſe 
or Covenant of which Baptiſm was the'Seal under thelaft 
and moſt bright Diſpenſation of the Covenant. This. T 
think needs no further Proof then to read v. 38,39. 
Remiſſion of Sin was the Snbſtance of that Covenant, 
and Baptiſm a Seal of it : Now Circumciſion:and 
Baptiſm are the ſucceſſive Seals of the Covenant of Grace. 
The Covenant was the ſame, though the manner of Ad- 
miniitration differ. "= 

I. Who are we to underſtand by the Children, in the 
' Text? Ne doubt but they are the very ſame which in 
Gen. 17+.7- are called Seed; the word is 74xvors, uſed 


for little ſucking Babes, Mat. 21. 18. and 1 Cor. 7. 14. 
This muſt needs be ſo, becauſe this being a repetition of 


C 3 that 
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that 'prand Promiſe, Gen. 17. 7, what are Wie" 


Children, muſt be the ſame there called" Sccd,: SE and - 
Children being Synonymous Phraſes, This is: further 
evident, if we confider, that under that'Difpenſation 
little Infants were at Eight Days old taken into Covenant. 
That Covenant ſtands firm, being an Everlaſting Coye- 
nant ; though the Seal has been altered from Circumci- 
ſion to Bgptiſm, yet the Covenant it felf 1s the fame; 
ſuch as were Church-members then, are ſo ſtill. - So' that 
by Children'are here meant Babes, ſuch as from Abra- 
bam's Time uſed to be Circumcifed. 
- ObjeF. But doth not the New Teſtament fay, None 
but Atual Behevers are to be baptized ? 
$. T have proved that the Infants of ſuch Parents as 
aAually believe, ought to be baptized. 
2. T Anſwer in the Words of Learned Baſtingius 3 Saith 
he for the Sophiſtry of the Anabaptiſts, concluding out 
of theſe words, Mat. 16. 16. That he that believeth and 
. & baytized, ſhall be ſaved. Only Believers, not Infants, 
(fay they) are to be baptized, (which ſpeaks only of the, 
Adult.) They may as well cavil, That he that doth not 
work, muſt not cat, 2 Theſſ. 3. 10. Infants cannot work, 
thereforethey muſt not eat. The Argument 1s as good - 
from the one, as the other. « PR 
Again, If they will ſtand ſo preciſely upon the Order 
of Words, we may plead Mat. 28..19. That Baptiſing is 
fet before Teaching : Baptize,teaching them to obſerve all 
things, In the Adult, Atual Faith is required ; but in 
Infants, only that they are the Seed of Believers. In the 
Words, obſerve, | 
. 1. A double Duty commanded, Repent and be baptized. 
Objezt. Infants cannot repent ; therefore Infants can- 
not be baptized. | | 
© Anſw. 1. Infants are included in their Parents. Adams 
Sin has brought Infants into a ſtate of Sin and Wrathz 
and the Repentance and Faith of Parents, brings Infants 
anto a Coyenant-relation to God. 
- . 2. The Command Repent Extends only to capable Sub- 
zeQts, 7."e. to the Parents ; but the Command to be- Bap- 
e7zed, extends to all Fathers and Children, Jzgs ©, ® 
"3s evident TO OE oe os. hed 
' 2», By the Motive or Argument the Apoſtle uſes, = 
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2 Learned Baſtingins) the Apoſtles having commanded 
every one of them: to' be baptized, he fetches the Reaſon not 
from their R nce, or from their Age, but''from the 


Promiſe of God made not. only to them that are at Tears of 


Diſcretion, but Infants, * For he had proved before, That 
that Promiſe Peter faid : was - to them, and their children, 
was the great Promiſe, Gen. 17,7. wal 3h $1 
But for the better underſtanding of: the Words, con- 
fider theſe Four Things. 2 % | 
1. It is not ſaid, The promiſe ſhall-be- fo. you, and your 
children 3 but it is ſpoken in the Preſent Tenſe, The pre- 
miſe is to you ;, the promiſe is' to your ' children. If the Pro- 
miſe had bcen to their Children upon Attudþ believing, 
it had been: but the proffer of a Promiſez bur me 
Pi The Promiſe was made to Abraham they were 
Abraham's Seed ; and though they were become faulty 
yet the.Promiſe. was not annulled, but- ſhould be ratified 
to them, upon their owning: the Meffiah : It was a Pro- 
miſe, in which both them and their Children had a pre- 
ſent Aﬀual Right. W EN Ras 
2. Conſider Repentance here is-not'a Condition of the 
Promiſe, but the Promiſe a Motive and -Argutnent* to 
Repentance 3; Repent, &c. for the promiſe is to'you, 8c. - 
3. Gpnifider that though the Promiſe 15 ſaid tobe to 
them and their children, and to them afar off, &c. yet ina 
very different manner ; for the Promiſe to them and'their 
Children, was what they had a preſent Right to. The 
Promiſe was to them, quoad homines ; they wete under 
. the preſent Adminiſtration of the Covenant : But to thofe 
afar off, the Promiſe was to them only quoad 'Dewm, in 
reſpe& of Gods Purpoſe, That when the Gentiles did 
believe, then they and their Children ſhould_alfo be 
brought under the preſent Adminiſtration. Thele-were 
atually in Covenant, the other decretally only. 
4. Conſider that as the Promiſe was at preſent to theſe 
Jews and their Children, their Infants being together 
with their Parents in Covenant ; fo likewiſe the Promiſe 
f was to the Gentiles, thoſe afar off, that when they were 
called, and did believe them, the Promiſe would be to 
them and their Children, as now it was to theſe ard 
their Children. $15 evident, becauſe there never was 
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ifpenſation.4they 


Subſtance of the Covenant; but: 
being Church-members under. everyjyD 


muſt be fo {till;. for when, God altered the'Sea!ls; changed 


Circumcition jnto Baptiſm,'and ther Patſover 1ntothe 
Lords-$upper, he did no. ways-alter- the Covehant, but 
{uch as were Church-members beforeaunder the former 
Difpenſations are. Church-wembers {til under the latter 
Diſpeuſation. Now that Infants wereyChurch-metabers 
under every Difpenſation, .1Mr. Richard Baxter in«his 
Book written againſt Tombs and Danvers, has: clearly de- 
monſtrated,” pee. 74:78, 8&0 4 © $32 9 
1. He proves, That: in :the firft; Conſtitution of the 
SacredRypublickpbf the, World, (which Republick being 
Sacred .ang . Devated to Gods /Worſhip, was a Church 
whe Eatdaed was Head) that God gave to Man, 1nthat 
1nnocelkS$t@tc, a Covenant of - Life; commonly called a 
Coveninti tf Works : And had he continued 1n that 
innocentEſtate, he and his innocent Infant-affſpring were 
to have .bgen: Church-members .of that! Church whereof 
God was Head, F think none, will deny. So that-under 
that firſt Covenant Infants were, or were to. have been, 
Church-members. de jure ; as. is evident, Gen. 1. 26, 27,28. 
; Here youlee by the Law of Nature Infants were to-have 
been born.,,1n Gods Image, .and to, have been Church- 
members : That the firſt ; Bleſſing God promgfh, - or 
pronguuczd. on Mankind, was, That they propagate 
Chudren to beras their Parents in Gods Image. © 
82. The,next Inſtitution,of Church-memberſhip, was 
at the fix{t, Promulgation of the Goſpel, when Man-by-Sin 
had: .unchurched -both himſelf and Children by breaking 
the' Fifi. . Covenant... God inſtitutes a New Covenant, 
E1%, 2 Promiſe of Redemption hby.Chriſt, Gen. 3-75: 
Andi1t. God would ever have excluded Infants out of the 
Yaſhe Gharch, it would have been now, Infants being 
en from God into a-State of Sin, and being utterly 
incapable to under{tagnd the Tenure of the New Cove- 
nant-z. they could not perſonally conſent, or perform any 


Conditions required ; There was Faith and Repentance 


required 18 this Covenant,..and they were then as unca- 
pable to perform them as'everz/ yet it is certain, Ipfants 
were now taken in, together with their Parents, tobe... 
vilible Church-menibers, - > wet 
I: | 
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TC It is certaifi®that this Promiſe; Geh.'3. 15. was the "1h 
Firft and Original _Wravght "of the Covenant of Grace, | 
giving ſorne Glimpſes of the Way'of Salvatfon by Chriſt, 
and therefore vertually contains all 'that was' in Aﬀeer- 

diſcovery more clearly expreſſed.._ gl 

2. Tis as certain that" the Seed ofthe Woman, and 

the Secd of the Serpent, are uot” only Chriſt and Satan, - 

(though Chriſt 1s-eminently and pfincipally the'Womans 7 

Sced) but the Godly and the Wicked, Z e. the Wicked" 

are the Devil's Seed, or Children," fohn 4-*q4 4+ 1 John 

2. 8. and the Godiy are Clifiſt's Seed, Pſal. 22. 3o. 

Iſt. $J. 10» 4a | 

; 2. It'is alſo certain, That theſe Two'Secds comprehend 

all the World : Every Man, Woman,antd Tnfant, belon 

either. to the-Seed of the Serptht, -or' the Seed®of the 

Woman, Thoſe Infants that.are excluded from being the + 

Womans. Seed, are excluded Salvation. Infauts were 

now Church-memvers, and fo they continued till Abrg-* 

bam's Time, Gen. 1 2. 3. and Gen. 17.7. And this is the 

3. Conſtitution of Infant Efiurch-memberſhip : 'God 
comes to renew the Covenant of Grace with Abraham, 
and gives him a clearer -Draught of it than the Church 
 hadyethad. Now in tms Covenant, Gen. 17.7. Infants 
were comprehended, as hath been abundantly ſhewed. 

And > = ag ſtood in the poſlefſion of their Right 
till Chrfts' Time, which was a - 

4. Inſtitution of Infant Church - memberſhip; or 
rather, a New Declaration, That Infants were continued 
in Church-memberſhip. Now *tis evident, That ' under 
the Goſpel Infants were continued Church-members : _ 

1. Becauſe in al! the New Teſtament we find: not'one 
word of the Repeal of their Church-memberſhip. We 
find the Law, and whatever God would have removed, 
exprefly mentioned ; but not one word; That Infants 
.ſhould no longer be continued -Church-members ; which 
to be ſure we ſhould have had. particular notice of, had 
Godthrown them out. --Let them -ſhew us where Infant 
Church-memberthip is Repealed. 

2. But we have Affurances from many Paffages in the 
New Teſtament, That Infants are continued Church- 
meinbers under the Goſpel': As, 

1. From Chriſt's Commiſſion, Mat. 28. 19. The 
| Anabaptiſts 
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Ana haptiſts from-hence urge, That none} are to be Bap. . . 
tized but ſach as are firſt Taughtz- but this is their * 
Miſtake. The Command js, rd ours -miyTe Ta $0vy, 
Go diſciple me all nations, teaching ' them.. Tafants are a 
great part of Nations. When the Parents being-taught, - 
belicve, they are diſcipled and their Infants with them. 

2. We have clear Notice, It has been the manner under - 
every Diſpenſation ta. take in Infants with their Parents, 
a we have proved. It 'was ſo under the Law, Exod. 
_ 12. 48. If a ſtranger ſball ſojourn with thee, and _— 
the paſſover to the Lord, let all bis males 'be circumciſed, 
and then let him come near and keep it ; and he ſhafl be as 
one that was born in the land. And thus it was 1n the 
Apoſtles Days, when the Maſter or Head of a Family was 
converted and baptized, his whole Family was baptized 
with him ; as in Cornelius, As 10. and Lydia andthe 
Jaylour, A#s 16. and the Houſhold of Stephanus, 1 Cor. 
I, x6. and the Houſhold: of Criſps, Afts 18, 8, This 
was done in Conformity to the perpetual Cuſtom of the 
Chuxch under every Difpenſation, to take in Families 
together. | x 
P . It is evident -alfo by what Chriſt ſaith, Mar. 10. 13; 
Luke 18. 15. and Mzt. 19. 14. where Chriſt poke; 
little, Children-to be brought to him, and. ſaith, They 
do belong to the Kingdom of Heaven. Where" Chraſt owns 
them as Church-members ; for to none other doth : the 
Kingdom of Heaven belong in a known way. 

Now.to return to A&s 2. 39. The promiſe is to you, and 
- te your children, I will conclude in the Words of Holy 
Mr. Rutherford, Break (faith he) the Text into an hundred 
preces, and blood it as Men pleaſe, this is the genuine Theſis 
which cannot be neglefed, viz. That thoſe to whom the 
Promiſe of tbe Covenant belongs, thoſe ſhould be baptized. 
But the Promiſe of the Covenant 7s to you, and your 
children; therefore you, and your Children, ought to be 
baptized. Or if this diſpleaſe, we will ſtand by Mr. 
Stephens his Syllogiſtical Frame upon the Text, viz. That 
they who have a Right to be baptized by the Word of Promiſe, 
they alſo have a Right to be baptized by the Word of Com- 
mand. But the Infants of believing Parents have a Right 
_ tobe baptized by the Woxd of Promiſe ; therefore they 
have a Right by the Word of Cogamand, Be baptized every 
F ene 
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one of you; Then the Word of Command, Foy the promiſe 

1s af and yourggl$dren. Therexthe Word of Pome | 
the Command and*Promiſe, are mutual. . 
_- And ſo I havehere Anſwered the Defires: of our Ana- 
baptiſt Brethren : Give us (fay they) a Wotd of Command 
in the New Teſtament, and we will-believe, Here is both a 
Word of Command and a Word 'of Promiſe. Let us 
now ſee whether a Word of Command, or Promile. cither, 
will gain them. CP - 4 RR 

And thus I have proved Infant-baptiſm Gods Ordinance. 
Let me as a Cloſe. to this Chapter, add, That the Ana- 
baptiſts are very angry with me, for charging them with 
falſe DoGrine : And what I faid betore, I fay again, wiz. 

1. That Doftrine that makes all Infants to be of the 
Viſible Kingdom of Satan, is falſe Doftrine. But to deny 
Infant-baptifm, 1s to ceny them to be of the Viſible 
Church, or Kingdom of Chr 
the Church, they are out of it, and of the viſible King- 
dom of the Devil. 

2. That Doftrine that leaves us no well grounded hope 
of the Salvation of any Infant dying in its Infancy, is 
falſe Dorine. But the Anabaptiſts in denying Baptiſm 
to Infants, deny all well grounded Hope of their Salva. 
tion; for if they have no Right to Baptiſm, they have no 
Right Salvation. See more of this in my former Book, 
Page 34, 35* hte ; . 

Mr.Collins pretends to Anſwer;but his Anſwer 15nothing 
but a meer Blind. Let him, or any of them, prove-the 
contrary, and ſhew us that any Perſon out of the Church 
and Kingdom of Chrift, is not viſibly in the Kingdom of 
Satan : Or what Scripture-right we have to expett the 
Salvation of any Perſon not added, or that has not a 
Right to be added to the Viſible Church. 


rift : And if they are not in .. 
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Shewing ' the Right Manner bow Baptiſm ought to 
be Adminiſtred, i. not by Dipping the Whole 
Body under Water, but by Pouring, Spronkling, 
or otherwiſe applying Water -to the Perfon Bap- 

' tized, demonſtrated in varitty of Scripture 
Argaments. Be, 
WWE are now come to examine-which 15 the Right 
Y.Yy Manner of Adminiſtring this Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm. . The Anabaptiſts confidently Affirm, The Right 
Manner is Dipping the whole Body under Water : and 
(Ky they) if not ſo performed, is no Baptiſm at all. 
ow for Dipping in Baptiſm they plead, 

1. That the Greeb word fignifies to Dip. 

'2. That the Manner of \Baptizing in the Primitive 
Times was by Dipping, 

3. Zohn's baptizing at Enon. 

4+ The word burial being buried in Baptiſm 

And let the prudent Reader in general note, That if it 
were proved that Dipping was ever uſed in Baptizing in 
the Primitive Times, yet would it do their Caute no 
Service, Dipping being but a Circumſtance, and no ways 
Eſſential to the Ordinance, thoſe Countries being Hot ; 
whereas in theſe Cold Climates, dipping in Cold Water 
15 injurious to Health and Life: We ſhould be no more 
obliged to imitate it, than to Eat the Lords-Supper in the 
Evening in an Inn, and upper Room, Cc. But there 
15s no clear Evideiuce that ever any were Dipt, much lefs 
that all were. Where was the Jailor Dipt, or thoſe 
Baptized at Feruſalem? There was no River near, but 
only ſome Springs'and Fountains, which the Inhabitants 
would never ſuffer Multitudes of Men and Women to be 
Dipt in them. * Rut we will examine fairly by Scripture 
theſe Four Conſiderations that they plead for Dipping. 

I. They ſay, The word Baptizing in Greek frgnifieth to be 
Dipped : They fay, To Baptize in Engliſh 7s t9 Dip. And 
ſo there is the Engliſh of Engliſh. I always look on the 
word | Baptiſe] to be Engliſh ; but with them, there is 
other 
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Teſtament, It . ſignifies fo 


about 70 times in the New Teſtament, and are moſtly by 
our- Tran{laters rendred Baptiſm, or to Baptize, and hee 
5 or 6 times *tis Tranſlated Waſhing, and in 1 Cor. 10.2. 
it. ſignifies to Baptize by (prinklingy, for all the World 
knows a Cloud doth but ſprinkle. | 

Now if our Learned Tranſlators had known thatBap- 
tizo ſignified to Dip, or the true Engliſh of it is Dipping, (as 
the Anabaptiſts pretend) ſure they would ſomewhere or 
other have ſo rendred it: And the Learged Criticks in 
| the Greeb, as Stephanus, P afor, Voſſmes, Schrevelius, Simpſon, 
and, . inſtar omnia, Learned Lezgh in his Critica Sacra tells 
us, that it ſignifies generally any Waſhing and Sacramental 
Sprinbling. And it 1s not yet proved, That 1t ever figni- 
fies Dipping in all the New Teſtament. To Waſh and 
Sprinkle then is a known, Sence, but Dipping over Head 
uncertain. 1s it not then ſafer for us to follow the 
certain known, than a diſputed uncertain Sence of the 
Word 2? t | 

2, If the Threefold Baptiſm, viz. of Water, of tlie 
Spirit, and. of Aﬀi&ions, be but one Baptiſm, and ex- 
preſſed by one Word in the Original, then the true ſenſe 
and meaning 'of the Word Baptizo, which 1n the Original 
ſignifies both the Baptiſm of Water, of the Spirit, and of 
AﬀtiiZions, muit have the ſame ſignification in one as 
ig another. So that if it ſignifies to Dip 1n one, 1t muſt 
niſi to Dip in all : And if in one kind of Baptiſm 1t 
caynot. ſignifie Dipping, neither can it be ſo taken 1n 
another. Now the Three kiygds of 'Baptifm, zz, of 
Water, A#s 10. 47. of the Spirit, Fit. 3. 11. and of 

Midna, of I Aﬀiitons, 
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Water, not Dip, Pſal. 77: 17, 18, 19, 26. where the 
Pſalmiſt i; ſpeaking of Jracl marching through the Sea ; 
and this,js what St. Pax! would have us by no means to be 
ignorant of, ver. 1. as containing ſomething very inftry- 
i to the Churthes of Chrift ; and what 1s it but the 

nner how the Jews were baptized by,or 1G,the Gloud-tn 
the Sca? And Learned Ainſworth out of the Hebrew DoQtors 
tells us, That Baptiſm was no New Thing to the Fews in 
the Apoſtles Days, but had been long prattifed in the 
Zewiſh Church ; (it may be ever fince Moſes's Time, when 
they were thus baptized by the Cloud ) that every Male 
was Circumciſed, Baptized , and, brought an Offering, 
Yea, the Magdeburgenſes tell us, Cent. 1. [ib. 1. cap. 4. 
pag. 152. That Baptiſm was taken from the Few Cu- 
ſtom of Walhiag, and that Infant-baptiſm was 1n uſe 
among the Fews, together with Circumciſion, for a Rite 
of Initiation both for the Natugal Zews, and Strangers 
profelyted at Age : The ſame, Goodwin and Selden, the 
great Antiquaries ; as alſo Dr. Hammond does make ap- 
pear. This ſhews Baptiſm to be of great Antiquity, and 
helps to take off the Wonder, Why the Zews, who were 
ready to quarrel at every thing Chriſt and the Diſciples 
did, yet- never | queſtion. them for introducing a New 
Rite into the Worſhip of God 3 which had 1t never been 
known before, they would certainly have done. 

Now St. Paul (who had the Mind. of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
2. 16, and wasas Learned in the Greek Tongue as any 
- Criticks ſince his Time) tells us in effef, They were bap- 
tized by Sprinkling, or pouring'out Water : And fo the 
Holy Ghoſt determines the right meaning of*the word 
Baptiza, So then in Water.baptiſin, 'tis evident = 

wor 


ſignihe Dipping, ARts 1. $. For Fohn truly baptized ( Note, 
not in water, as if he had Dipped them, 'but) with water, 
as bei otherwiſe applyed, Cd mow U Jum : This was 
Water-baptiſm ; but then follows the Spiritual Baptiſm, 
ues 5 barlidowv ts mrduan, you ſhall be baptRed with 
the Holy Ghoſt. And how was this, by being dippecl or 
plunged in the Spirit, but by having the Holy Ghoſt 
ſprinkled or poured out on them after the manner -of 
Rain? as Foel 2. 28." I will pour out my Spirit upon all fleſh. 
Iſa. 32. I. *Until the Spirit be poured out. Tech. 12. 10. 
1 will pour out the Spirit of Grace. And very oft in Scrip- 
ture is this Spiritual Baptiſm expreſſed -by Sprinkling, as 
Ila. 52. 15. So ſhall he ſprinkle many nations. And x 
36.'25. He ſhall pour or ſprinkle clean water upon you. Heb. 
10. 22. Onr hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience. And a 
multitude of other Places, where the giving of the Spirit, 
(ec. 1s expreſſed by ſprinkling. Thus you ſee it evident, 
in Spiritual Baptiſm alſo, that the word Baptizo ſngnifies 
to pour ow or ſprinble, and not fo dip. And then as to the 
Baptiſm of Afﬀii&tions ( which Manaſſeb King, an Anx- 
baptift in Coventry, faith, the Devil is the Adminiſtrator) 
tis true, ſome ſuffer more, ſome leſs ; ſome ſuffer lighter 
Crofles, as Mocks, Qc. ſome Loſs of Goods and Liberty ; 
others Death. Now he that ſuffers leaſt for Chriſt in a 
. Chriſtian manner, doth agdtruly partake of the Baptiſm 
of Affiitions as he that ſuffers moſt. . So in Water-bgp- 
tiſm, the quantity of Water is not material ; he that 
hath but a few Drops applyed, isas really baptized as he 
that is Dipped. Hence their Firſt Plea 1s ſufficiently An- 
{wereq, from the meaning of the word Bapr7/m. 
| TI. Their Second Head of Argument for Dipping 15 

fetched from what they fancy to be the Mode of baptizing 
in the Primitive Times, viz. John's baptizing in 7ordan, 
and Chriſt's coming up out of the Water, and P/:lip and 
the Eutiuch's going down into, and coming up out of 
the Water, Mat.'g. 6, 13, 14, 15, 16. and Mark 1. 9,10. 
Aﬀs 8. zh, 39. But no clear canvincing Proof can be 
tetched henge, to'proye that ever any were: dipt in thoſe 
Times : For, © 

t. They 


- 1,” They might go down into the Water; and-corme,up 
ont of the-Water,: and yet notbeDiptanit : They wt 
ga to the Brink of  Fordan,: or into the Edge of the River, 
a" Admigiſtrator might with his Han, -or athes- 
- wile, flaſh water in their; Faces, -and *yet no' Dippitig. 
And'this is moſt likely ;3' and I am informed; that this 
the way that many Anabaptiſts uſern#64nd and Germany 
at thiSDay ; nay, ane of them told me, it's uſed by ;aule 
of them in England. | £77 SS: & 
2. The Greek Texts, which are truly the Scriptures, 
(an no Tranſlation 1s ſo any further than it agrees with 
the'Original) do not necellarily fſnifte-going wto- the 
Water, Mat. 3, 16. av 7s veizros, Out of the water (as 
there rendred) is tn plain Engliſh no more than from the 
water; ard fo Learned Mntanus renders it, de aqua, from * 
_s water, That Mark 1. 10. is the fame. Learned 
gh tells us, it fignifies A, vel Ab, From ; aqgd it were 
cafie to produce\ Hundreds of Examples in the New 
Teſtament, that 3 {1gnifies generally no more than-from, 
Mat. 1. 17. Sm ACegau from Abraham, - Sad Aaftd, 
from David : And ſo trom the carrying away to Babylon? 
So Mat. 7. 2a. By (i. e. from) their fruits you ſhall know 
them. Mat. 24. 21. | From |the beginning. Mark 15. 3$ 
In all which ( and a multitude: ot other places ) nm 
ſignifies From. And let thems ſhew that can why it ought 
not to be ſo rendred in our Saviours Baptiſm : And then 
for Afts 8, 38. Toey went both -&is m8 vdwp unto the water : 
For the Greek Prepoſition ezgtgnifies unto, as 'tis rendred 
1n otlicy places, Mat. 1 g. 24. Tam not ſent, but | 63g] unto the 
toft ſheep. And Mat. 26. 10. She hath wrought a good work 
61s £445 upon me, 1. e. erga me, to me, John 6. 9. What 
are they | 5 | among ( or unto ). ſo many. John 13. 1. WY 
THC, unto the end. By theſe -few- Examples -among 
many,. it is evident, That into and out of the Water,' 1s 
no more than unto and from the Water, And yet this wilt - 
further appear, As 8.33. where it is & 9% vdems3 / 
where though”tis not Ws but 24, yet ſignifies the ſame 
thing, (7. e.) from. as Mat. 16.1. & 5% & 


| earey a ſign” 
from heaven. Mark 16. 3. % & Weas,' from the door. 
Mat. 19. 20: vu vs67iſog pas, from my youth.” So that fron 
our Engliſh Trantlation nothing can be concluded for” 


d 


Dipping. 


3. But 


.. $ Buf ſuppoſe the mords were rightly Tranſlate, and * 
hewific ning into, anjd coming up ont" of the watery yet if 
this Phraſe into, /arid-out of ;the-qyketer, 1n-'the+ aſual-Lans 
guage of- Scripture , doth not-fngnifie- 
the water, but 'only into the plate, and: ant þ #. 
where the water hath-ſometime been ; then ftill nothing 
can be hence eonchuded for Dipping, - Now tis certain, 
that in Forden;' the Sea, (5c. in the uſage of Scripture; 
doth not necetfarily fignifie over Head/in water, bat only 
itt the! place\where the water ſometimes was, as is Evident 
from 1 Cor. 10. 2. The Apoſile tells: us, they were aff 
baptized in the ſea; And. yet this was\not inthe watect of 
the Sea z but when, | they were baptized, they ſtood or 
dry Ground, Exodi:144:20;.29. So mn 'Fordan,”'tis ſaid, 
f ,, 3. 14, that the Prieſt ſtood in the midſt of Jordan 
t not itt. the; water-of Fordan, but -on dry Ground: 
Thus John baptizedin Fordan,, not ſtanding in the water, 
( far any- thing we can' gather from Scripture) but by the 
brink of the water where: ZFordan had- ſometimes run 5 
for it ſometimes over-tlowcd all its banks. So - F 
Yea, Chriſt, yea,:: Philip and the Eunuch ' went down 
into; and came up out of-the water, .as-the -Fews went 
down into the. Seay, and/came+ up- out: of the Sea, or as 
the Prieſts went down into; and came up out of Fordan,: 
ofh..3: 1-7: . So. that from hence ftil}.camn'no. Argument 
brought for Dipping, | 
IN. The Anabaptifts argue from Fohn's baptizing at 
Enon, Fohh [34 234i: becauſe ({tis ſaid) there as much water 
there. Hence they; infer, John muſt needs baptize by 
Dipping : And Mr.-Collins: faith; I have-:sontraditted the | 
Scripture, in ſaying, there ,vas not much water there, Let's 
examine the Text What | the Scripture faith is true : 
What I ſaid is true ; and np contradiftion will be found, 


called St, Zerom's) 


ſprigging. out: of ſcveral:little Holes or 
; word.-Enon was, the Name of a Town, ſo 
called. from- ſame-, Fountains -of -water ſpringing there ;, 

D and 


c - $4 - 


and Sum (onies/ ft i the Hebrew: word "T\, a 
tain ark rn ſignifies an Bye 3 & ie muſt ſignif 
@ little Fountain,, a:Fouutain forth but little 
boy in o'the Eye : . So Mr. Simpſon faith, 
| Alv#y mn Hebrew is VI, a" little. - ence oj From 
ather, that at: Enoniwere ſeveral of theſe 
Tee ings o that though there really was but little 
aters, (25 Travellers have id, a Man might ſop it 
with th the Fott) yet 
1s: There:was much, that is; many waters 3 ; ſeveral little 
Holes, hike Eyes, authing out water. 
- 2. There' was #mth water comparatively, as a Bucket- 
fub is--me6h compared: with a: Spoonful. Fate was a dry 
Hot Countrey «The Anabaptiſts amiſtake to think 1t was 
filled with $ Spring and Rivers, as England is ; but in the 
Southern Paft there was more water than in other Parts. 
So here was.comparatively much, and yet really but'a 
little water ; 'not;cnough for any thing can be proved to 
Dip'in. So from hence it cannot be proved, That any 
ad Dipped when baptized, ' 
IV. laſt:Head of Argument for Dipping is from 
Cob. 2. = Now apts with Rom, 6. buried with Chrift in 
ny hrs fay,this refers to the Cuſtom of baptifitigz - 
but firſt let hy the Cuſtom, - This doth not (prove 
the Cuſtom. © Now, $! ith Ms. Wall, \ (to: follow the natural 
Fancy of the Anabaptiſts in this Thing) Then we muſt be 
baptized as Chrift was buried,” or as the mannet- of the. Jews 
was to bury. . Then the: Perſon baptized: muſtibe wholly 
paſſive, muſt not put a 'Foot into: the: water, but the 
Adminiſtrator muſt take up the Perfori, lay him upon 
the water, and there let ag imk, and . continue ſo long 
under watyr-as Chritt lay withe Grave; or if it bebut 
while the words of ' Inſtitution are repeating , wits 1 
baptize thee inthe Name of the Father, ani: of the Son, ail 
of the Holy Ghofty in which time, in all probability; the 
Perſon will- be drowned. And Xhough the andy 
plead for this:Praice, yet >the bypocrit | 
the contrary 5-the'Perſon to beiYaptizet* 
into the water to the Knees; or Middle, | 
baptizeth dippeth but the upper Parts: And.” that is the 
ſame thing that we'do, pouring water” on t & Face, the" 
moſt Noble Part,and by wit the whole Mani is Ggvifitd; 


Gen 


(£235 y= 


Gen.11'5i 6.:Sarab's Rn. Perſon, 
and Luke 9. $22; ang Set bs LEA {tot 
Pcrſon- of Chriſt, +,/$o that, if. water 


Face in Baptiſm, it's as much as "if er, oe. pouged. wh _ . body 
were under water.; -For.,cither.. to ,baptize t rag, 1s 
the baptizing. the whole,,Perſon, or elſe .1f-the wi 
Perſon muſ} [4 dipt; it it myſt be. naked when di + 
that part of. the;:Body that 1s baptized muſt be naked; as 
is evident from all the Legal Waſhings under the Law, 
Exod. 40. 31, 32..and;under the Gofoet alſo. $o Cake 
7. 38. fohn 13. 5. Exek, a6. g. As 22.16, Tit. 3. 5. 
That Part that is not bare-when baptized, cannot, be ſaid 
to be baptized;\ but rather the Covering. But now 4 
pouring water vpMyathe {the Face, which. repreſents the. 
Perſon, 1s rightly to ptize the Perſon... 

The Apoſtles deſign; - «Col. 2. 12, and. Ront. 6. 1s not 
to prove the Mode , vf Baptiſm, but the .End , or Thing 
fignified thereby, wig.the Death.of Sin, and a new Re 
ſurretion to/a Life of, Grace and Holincfs, engagement 
to put off the old Man, and put on Chriſt, z which pour- 
ing water on the Face-does as aptly repreſent, yea mo 
the way of ;our. Spiritual. cleanſing by .the-Blood 'o 
Chriſt. So'that this concludes nothing for Dipping... 

Now farther to-prove that Dipping 1s no, wayes nieceſ- 
ny in bapt1zing;.:take theſe following Arguments. 

Arg. 1, That which Chriſt the Ordainer 'of Ba ptifm 
no where requires, can be no Ordinance of. God, But 
Chriſt no where requires Dipping 3 Therefore Dipping 1 
not neceſſary, "TID 

Arg. 2. If the thing ſigyified by Baptiſm is ſufficiently 
expreſt without Dipping, then Dipping is not neceflary. 
But the*thivg figniftied"an 1Baptiſm is:aptly arid fully ex- 
preft by Pouring. Or. SAS The. Sign, need . not 
exceed the ak igibet z..now the thing fignified is 
A Ron, and cicanfing the Soul from the Guilt'#nd 

in of Sin, * THis & aptly* repreſented 'by Poufing*or 
ogy 1s evident _ 35S. 2%) Zeoh. #gu's 0. 
9. 1 Pet. 1,1, 2. and 3. 21. " 
arg. 3. All Sacraments ought to be :4minifired Gith- 


out jult ſeahddb4burt: Dipping cannot : Ergo. 


- Arge 4+ nope e calculated, for all that 
"clit Worcry are: "Date pmot uſe Dipping 3 for 


ſome 
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A 


| \ (36-) 
forme Countries are fohot and dry, there is no- Water to 
ogg in 3 others are fo cold, dipping cannot 

uſed without danger of Life. Therefore Dipping is 
not neceilary. 
_ Arg. 5s. Baptiſm takes place immediately upon be- 
lieving. Suppoſe a Woman in Child-bed is then conver- 
ted; muſt ſhe come next way out of her bed, and be dipt. 
This is to ſuppoſe Chriſt a harder Maſter than Moſes. 1 
mY heard of a Woman that was ſo dipt, and died. 

us Dipping 15 not Gods Ordinance. 

To conclude : What ſhall we fay to the Anabaptiſts 
that dip and rebaptize themſelves? The firſt Anabaptiſts 
in Germany did fo, and one Smith an Engliſhman, that was 
Congrepation, did fo; be- 
had none to do it for them, there being no 
Anahaptifts before them. Is this warrantable for any 
Man to baptize himſelf? I think we have great reaſon to 
look on ſuch a Baptiſm to be a meer Nullity. : So then the 
Baptiſm of the Anabaptiſts is no Baptiſm at all, having an 
unlawful Original: 'Tis a Baptiſm not from Heaven, but 
of Men. And while they proudly difown Communion 
with Proteſtant Churches, as no Churches, and cry down 
our Miniſtry and Baptiſm as'nothing, have not we much 
more cauſe to difown and queſtion them. Our Baptiſny 
and Mimſtry is from Heaven ; but whence is theirs 2 from 
Stech, Matthias, Becold, Smith, and a Rabble of blaſ- 
phemous Men. 


2 Member'of- Mr. Ainſworth 
cauſe 


CHAP. V. 
Traig the Anabaptiſts tw be noterionſly wnſonnd 
in other Points beſides that of Baptiſm; ſeveral 


of thesr unſound Heterodox Opinions being laid 
down and aetetted, as comrary to the Scripture, 
and the © Doftrine owned in all Proteſtant 
Charches, | .& 4M 


F the Anabaptifts were ſound, and Orthodox in all 
other Points, (Ba nd bes - < homge would 
i we 


ﬀfer xcaceably in thi uld gladly bear wi __ 


(37) 
but they have revived ſeveral old conde | 
are extreamly rotten in ſome Fundamental Truths, .as.I 
ſhall prove. And lot how whe 19 it ill, thatT,c 
them ins highly ; others befor ve done it. | 
Chemnitins \ait ana poet prodigioſes errores 
fivent, i. e. The Anabaptifts have nouriſhed many prodigions- 
Errours. And again, faith he, Anabaptiſte renovent errores 
Donatiſtarum, i. e. The Anabaptiſts have retived the Errors 
of the Donatiſts. 

r. The Anabaptiſts are very erroneous in the Doftrine 
of inal Sin z which is a Fundamental Point. Learned 
Mr. Polhil faith, 'Tis a momentous. Dorine, the knowledge 
whereof admir ably tends to undecehve and deliver 1 from that 


faſcinating Opinion of our own Rigel and to prepare 4 | 


to accept of a Cure from Chiiſt. ſhine, ſpeaking 
Adam chriſt lt, In Mn A % In Cala ; pope 
nds in 


fides Chriſtiana conſeftit, i. e. Toe Chriſtian Faith 
the knowledge of theſe Two Men : (the: one is the ſpring: 
Sin and Death, the other of Grace and. Life.) And ſpeak- . 
ing of the Pelagians, as denying Original Sin, he charges 
them, Fundamenta Chriſtiane Fidei guertere, to overturnthe 
Foundation of the Chriſtian Faith. 

And let me here inſert a Paſſage of Mr. Cheinel, fome- 
times Fellow of Merton Colledge, - in his Book a 
Socinianiſm, pag. $1. ſaith he, Socinians have ke 
the Anabaptiſts to deny that Infants are conceived and. born in 
fin. - And: this is the _ «ho why they deny them Baptiſm, 
though they urge many other Reaſons to colour the b buſ ph 
No nate the Baptiſm of Infants is negle#ed' by all who den 
Original Sin. This Doftrine, That Infants have.1 no Original 
Sin, the Anabaptiſts owned at Frankford in their ny 
with the Maniltrs My far _— 7 

They have publiſhed many or. rath er, 
in Engliſh, wherein they. ve ow ned yoo 
H. Ainſworth, —— 
_ faith, vis. That the A 
the very rr 
lap noſuch 


5s no-Sing SC ndy, nf 
have no Sin, 
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ahaptiſts of 'otir/ Daytsg 


Manaſſeb ci, 4+ Taylor in Coventry, 
| Mittg it; 4 wefut 'Citechiſm; 
ered. out "iN! erat Families "of my Hearers, 


: 0 
fe Manaſſeh King's Op inion! on them. as 
Ot. Ido them no wrong; efpecially ſince-ke tells'ns; 
He was deſired to Print it byatn" Aſſembly of Meſſbgers, 
and Elders ; (for they have Three ſorts o&'Officers, my 
Tops, of Meſſengets, Elders ati" Deacons.) Now!p. 
tells Ay of Parn, Death, #h4 the Tots'of 4 pleaſonc 
adiſt.; but not; 2 "wortof flett, as'the-fruit of Adam's 
'S 'thetr ©©h COnfe iO,” "Printed" 1691; Intituled; 
Ph of DetPararidh bf Faith : Set forth by many 
Ih ade ApaBankit ' And this Confeſſion 
. Monk,” Fyrunc# "Stanly, Ed ward: Stem by, 
« MoYgey, bove 79 mote, \'Now, Air." 2: they 
| a bj fiffell into a ##iſer #618 and mortal Condition” : 
It. To. t all" Children the "In" Infanty, having 
way:  roifereſſed 4 againſt. Lew tn their own perſons, 
are only ſubje# to the firſt Death, which cones \upon them by 
the Fi Faſt Adam, from whence they [hall all" be 'rais'd by "the 
oy m -. And not'that 'any one of them, 'dying in 
%; a ſuffer? it Aﬀam's Sin eternal -Puniſh- 


” A they plataly detly Original Sin, and 
a, Lc rhe Evil it byin i , Ins a Temporal Death. So that 
are rouj ght into Ttate' of Condemnation by —_ 


aulen came upon ll te 
Jl' w& believe, the 4nu- 


"I their $0 . Articles; 
8 of n Buch older 
wer their Jhdg ment 


We "br; rag FG; i 
Hs x Fi, © FT A | Onfeſſion 3 
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tem 4 nag and idcyvill be eaſie:t9-recqacile 


STI ds 063 23; 
Foes, 


- 


Sin of 


the world, condemn this Rerar, a oh X. $1 #063 4251 416 
; 3» The Holy Scripture: al.by Birth or Nature 
lyable to God's Eternal Diſpleaſore for Original. Sing In 
this eſtate. they are conceived, bei ng thbolly aicad to-ibd, 
and in this cſtate they abide, till regenerated 'by Grace; 
Ger. 2..17-1n-the. 4 a thou eateſt; #bereafy thou' Galt ohe. 
gg Threatning-extindedato all. Aduas 
ity, and the h-is'4 Spiritud} and-Etcenalpiss 
les a Temporah Death, Gen.'3. 1. - Adair was 
in the likencſs of God ; but (v;g:) he. begat- @ .Soningt 
1n/Gods likeneH, but- his own, +. ce. a-({inner"as| he was. 
When | God - created -Man, it was jan, ſanftum.: A 
holy God created a holy Creatyge; but'when-fallen Adam 
bejgets, 3t was corryphier, Corr : A..cortupit\ Mani:bd- 
os a _—_ whe Gur And ithis: was -ſaid 20f :Sethy. in 
ureh was continued,” 'Gen. 'v. 
ys of mens heart is evil from: 1 Phe 
Hebrew cher Nagi@_): fignifies' to move, he the ..tnfait 
in the Wambae.the bith and therefore front hifyoutd;-is 
fiit in hucem-exfitus, . fota 


Ae) * 


v.56 and Fein; 56, (£9104 'v. 18./19." Nov 
= efly prove, That Deatty brou ht'-6n 
up a Fs a: uh" Sh ;, a'DEXtHs-Yo Conde ation, 


by Juſtification, 
ren'naed Re 5 tergtions; Van 'a Second Birth; 
0 to hen pon they lyable"-t6 
rt tdrer do 

ee Regs . "PTY 
2, If Tofants a are "RN able to the Damiation-6f Hell 
by ans Sing then they may: be' ſaved without Chriſt, 
vertue of the Covenanti's f works; bat none eaty bs 


fave; Rom.tg.015. '-No Salvation fr -Irifants, or any, 


but b Chriſt, Rom 20, 2'F, 22, Eph, Ts 7. Acts : 4 I'2» 
Melb is ers ſilt in gre UV 1087 Lt 
1 6 wo ep are by Nature Children 6f\Wrath, are 


'Condemnation of ' Hell; but 'all-are fo, 
7 ore Tbfieats, Eph. 2.1, 2, 3 
\ v, Such as madky denied the & grine of Orig inal Sin 
haye been accounted Hereticks. 1Ptlapius devicd Or 
8. Aiſtin charges: bio wane the ian 
andthe Church hath ever-fince condemned him 
and others of that Op inion for it. 
*Y All Proteſtant Charches' an the-World cotidemn this 
a very rous Error. Do but read-the 'Confeffions 
of the old Waldenſes,  Albigeſnes ; and the Confeſſions of 
oY Reformed Churches abroad; ''as the Catechiſm 
tin the Sclibols and Churches of the Low Countries, 
the Dominionsof the County - Palatine, 'with Baſtin- 
is-Expoſition, Queſt. g./ the Articles"of"\Scotland, 
' Churches. Come we 


s h 
Gehebay And indeed, all F 


tothe Church of England, in all her Articles and'C 


frons : &:thoſe Articles 


EeHh 


reed oft *in' the Coagy 
ward Vi. Art."g. Origin 


WI © Zoe 
of Original Righteoufneſt.— Every'one born into the world 
Heſerves damnation. This Dofrine + ſprinkled almoſt 
every where in the Book of Homilies, That we are all dead, 
Children of- wrath, tyable to Gods wrath and Hell, &e. 
-And' the preſent Articles of the Church of ' England, 
that all ſubſcribe to,both -Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts 
that qualific themſelyes according'to kaw to Preach 3 and 
therefore I wonder how the Anabaptiſt Preachers, that 
have in open Court ſubfcribed theſ&? Articles of EleQtion, 
Original fin, Perſeverance of the-Saints, atid the like, 
how they dare open their mouths againſt what-they have 
ſo putlickly owned, and ſubſcribed to. - ue. : voy, 
 Thegth. Article, Of Original Sin; which is word for 
word as before'recited in the Articles -of King Edward 
the VI. Now the Anabaptifts tn the DoQtrine of Original 
ſin; are more erroneous than the Papiſts ; for they own 
the Dofrin-, That all are by Nature guilty, but fancy 
Baptiſm wholly deſtroys Oaiginal ſin. 

Second Error the Anabaptifts are guilty of, 1s this, That 
Chriſt dyed alike for all Men, -and that all perſons in the 
World are by the Death-of Chriſt put 1nto a capacity 'of 
Salvation. That this is their Opinion, - Manaſſeh King in 
his Catechiſm (the 18th. Article ) in their Orthodox 
Creed (falflyfo called ) andthe 2 &. and 3 4. Articles in 
their fore-imentioned Confeffion, all of a'fort. 

-- Bit that this is a falſe and dangerous Dofrine, "hall 
endeavour to demonſtrate. Learned Polhil, Geree, Prin, 
Burgeſs, Whitfield, betides many bothers, have fo copiouſl 

confuted this Errour, .thatin Jonfuting.Jit, I muſt nece{- 
farily bring out ſome of thei Weapons. 

1) Pſhall give ſome Argaments'to prove Chriſt did not 
"C7 Anfwer ſome Objeftions to'the- contrary, 

2. Flay down this Aﬀertion, 'Chriſt did 


 Aﬀertion, Chriſt did dye- for all 
Mer in ſotne ſence, or all have ſome; benefit by the Death 
of Chriſt; for in him we live-and move,” atid have gur 
ging 5/ That the World is continued in” being's That the 
y-enjoy any common Mercy; ſachas Health;Peace”; 
Fobbeone moment out of| Hell. The Enjoymeit"of theſe 
Mercies are.owing to the Redemption of Chriſto © 


-2. But though Chriſt did dye for all in ſome'ſetite, yet 
he did not dye for all alike» * 117 264 9 


arg. I. 


Dp be x Choi dyed for all ks then ;hath henat 
ys Pardon, Reconciliationg and Eternal;Life, for 
ne more than anther ; but. tal ſtillKand.atan 
RE or nearnefs to Salvation, This yione can. 
Bat the Holy Scripture aflures us, that: Chriſt hath. fone 
much more for the Salvation of ſome! than he hath -dowe 
x others 'E Therefore, this Dodtrine isfalle This E, ſhall 


I. Telus Chriſt bendens more- _ ſome. in affording 
them the Means of "Grace , which. has dented to 
others, Fohn 14, 22-. Luke 10- 2k ;Some- at this: Day 
enjoy the bright {ſhiaing Light of the Goſpel, while 
others lit 1 in dar kneſs, \ 

2. Chriſt prays far: the prefervation and falvation. of 
fore, but not. For! all; Fobn' 17,9; . E;pray for theſe: 
Wax act for the world,” Therefore Chriſt: has 1,done mach 
mare for fome than others. 

a, God has eleficd ſome , but he has not dleted all 


To 45 '$s ; 
| © 14+ He. has a peculiar Love for ſome, but. not ſugh 3 
Love for all, Zobn 13. 1. 
s.. He has: drawn ſome to himſelf by the Cords of divine 
hh but not all, 7obn 6444+ 
6. He died for. his Sheep; Fob. 10.1 5. All are not Sheep, 
7. He has aftually applied the benefits of. Redemption 
to fame, but not to "hp Cor. 6. 14, This was of: ameer 
Grace, Eph. 2.8; 
dig. 2» If Chriſt dyed for. ail alike, there's nothing of 
meer Free Grace, or Gods : g Loye, m; the 
fafration of one more than--ahot Gods: Grace and 
| rang hay bg great to Cain, Pharaoh, Judas, to them 
are dam as to Peter, David, Abrabam, on any 
Sat. This will mfallibly and unavordably follow upon 
Br) ret Now that this is falſe; DoGrine; . For 


mie, Jeln Chis fecld Loye. angre for 
pp Emma and there's much mare of 

| the Lage and Free Grace. of God man "tak 

_, Epb 5s. 25- The Apoſtle-makes | 

Love to belong to the Ghorch onh-as 

gon py to love his Wife, with a ſuper-eninent 


G- Chriſt his Church, Zpb. 2. 8. &y Eac63e care 
_ ee the firſt Argument. FEÞ 


as py 
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Arg. 3. Thoſe for whom. Chriſt dycd,.. in, a. ſpecial | 
ſenſe, ſhall never be condemned, nor come intfa cqndem- | 
nation, Rom. '8.' 34. Fohn Ig. 28. Jobn 5. 24. but now 
the. wicked ſhall come into condemnation, ſhall - be con- 
demned, and eternally, periſh. - Therefore Chriſt did nat 
dye for all alike. i -» 

Arg: 4+ If the Scripture doth, reſtrain the peculiar 
benefit of Chriſts. Death tg ſame only,then he did nat dye 
for all alike. But the Scripture doth. reſtrain the benefit of 
Chriſts Death to ſome. The. Scripture ſaith, Chriſt dyed - 
for many, Mat, 26.28, Heb. 9.28. Iſa. 53: 12. He 15 
ſaid to dye for his ſheep, Fohn 10. 13, 15. feb. 13. 20. 
for his people, Mat. 1.21. Heb. 2.17. for the Sons of 
God, fohn 11. $0, $1, $2. for his Church, 4s 20.,28. 
Eph. $4.25. and for the Ele& of God, Ron. 8. 33, 
Turn to, and read theſe Scriptures. Chriſt dyed for none 
but the perſons here mentioned. coi 


| Objettons Anſwered. __ 

\ Obje&.,,,1. Several places ſay, Chriſt dyed for all,as Heb. 
2:9. 1 Tim. 2, 6. I Tim. 4. 10. 2 Cor. 5:14, I5. 
I John 2.;1, 2,.3- oy OILY CO IC. 

Auſw. 1. 1 grant Chriſt dyed. for all in ſome ſence, 
all haye ſome benefit by the Beath of Chriſt ; and if any 
of theſe Texts are to be taken diſtrubitively ;for every 
particular Mag it can mean no more than ſuch common 
henefits to, the'Non-eleGted as before mentioned. Mc 

2, Butthe word | all} is rather in theſe places taken 
colte&ively, not for every individual perſon, but for. al 
lorts, eſtates, and conditions of men, whether high. of 
low, rich or poor, learned or unlearned; : .Fox 1 the 
word | af} is generally taken in Scripture, ,as Hat- 9.39. 
Chriſt is ſaid to heal every ſickneſs and every , diſcaſe, 

fe. every kind of: diſeaſe, fo , Luke 12.42 AQts 10.12» 

on 3-. 6. Joel 2« 28. Iſa. 40. 5. and we read-af.; 

{al} going out to;Fobn's. baptiſm, Mat. 3+ 5+, when.tha 
was perhaps not the 1oth. perſon, and ſotheſc Scrip Ki 
do not mean every. oge..in the, World, but: ſome of, al 

ſorts, all given-to Chriſt, all the Ele@, . all, the ſans, of 

the Church, ſheep--of Chriſt, and; the like, 1 2782-2. 

15 not the world of the. wicked, but- mundy8 ex. mundo, 

the world of Believgrs only 3 and 1 - Zim. 4..1©-:ſhould 
WY | | _ father 


- / 


"7 (44) & | 
' rather be tranſlated proſerver; for ſo ownſp there ſignifies, 
The: 048: Is, 16. for God is the Preferver of all. 

ObjeR.. 2. The Apoſtle, Rom. $5. 15,16,17,18,1 9. makes 
the Plaiſter as large as the Diſeaſe : Here the Benefit of 
Chrifts Death is made as large as Adam's Sin, 

"Anſw. 1. The Apoſtle is there ſpeaking of the Two 
Seeds. Adam's Sin has ruined all Adam's Seed, which is 
all Mankind ; Chriſt faves, dyes for, and juſtifies all his 
Seed ; which is not all Mankind, but the Ele&,and thofe 
given him by the Father, Fohn 6. 37. 
...2. Thoſe Chriſt faves, the Apoſtle farth, they are 
aGtually juſtified, and are by Chrift put into a ſtate of 
Juſtification of Life, which none but the Saints are. | 
Third Error of the Anabaptiſts is this, That God affords 
Al Men univerſal and ſufficient Grace, and conſequently 
2 Power of Free-will to be ſaved if they will. For thus 
they declare themſelves 'in their 4th. Article, viz. Al 
Men are at one time or other, put into ſuch a Condition as that 
(through the Grace of God_) they may be ſaved. And. 
in the 18th. Article of the ( miſcalled ) Orthodox Creed 
they tell us, Gods Love is manifeſted to all Mankind —— 
that all gray be ſaved. So that if any periſh, it is not for 
want of the Means of Grace, but for the non improve- 
ment of the Grace of God, freely offered through Chriſt, 
And in this DoGrine Papiſts, Socintans, Arminzans, and 
*Anabaptiſts, are all agreed. This is a Dodrine of a very 
miſchievous and malignant Conſequence, as learned 
' Pemble has ſhown. But to hew it down, conſider all 

Men and Women in the World are either ' 

*” x. Such as are out of the viſible Church, viz Pagans, 
Mabometans, Jews, 8c. 
*©*'2, Or ſuchas are in the viſible, viz. profeſſing Chri- 
ftians, and their Infants. 
* I. The Pagan Heathen World, which are by far the 
edteſt number. Now let us enquire what univerſal 
ficient Grace the Pagans' have. Many of them have 
never heard of Chriſt , never enjoyed the Goſpel or 
Mcans of Salvation. Now of theſe we boldly deny this 
monſtrous and erroneous Aﬀertion. That theſe are ſtran- 
ers to the Goſpel, having no ſufficient Grace, The hol 
ripture doth utterly condemn this ; for St. Paul tells 
the Epheſians, That before their Converſion to _ 
- | and 


I ) and! participation of Goſpel-light, were dead in 
Children of Wrath, an a. 94 4H Hope, and jr 
Covenant, Eph. 2. 1, 2, 3, 12: And Matthew teſtifies out 
of Iſaiah, .Mat. 4. 14, 15. ay the Gentiles before they 
had Goſpel-light ſate in darkneſs, and in the Regions of 
the ſhadow of Death. Thus the Condition of the Nation 
in their pure Naturals, is ſo fignificantly expreſt, 
nothing can be clearer than that the Eſtate withaqut the 
Goſpel was a dark and doleſome Night; and for. the 
Means to come out of this Eſtate, the Scripture affures us 
they had none, God favoured them not, nor had any 
regard to beſtow ſaving Grace on them, As 4.16. The 
Ordinances they had not, Pſal. 147. 19, 20».A Preacher 
they had not: And how ſhall we hear without a preacher, 
Rom. 10. 14. Natural abilities to underſtandthe Myſterics 
of the Kingdom they had not ; for the natural man nei- 
ther doth, nor can perceive the things of the Spirit, 
I Cor. 2. 14. 
Thus this Rotten Pillar of univerſal Grace is over 
thrown. £ 
2. Then the Queſtion will be of Perſons in the viſible 
Church, Whether God doth afford to every one of them 
ſufficient Grace for their Converſion ? It's neceſſary. in 
order to Converſion, 
1. That a perſon fit under the Miniſtry of the Word 
faithfully preached, Rom. 16. 14, 15, 16,17. Where 
Viſion fails the people periſh. Now multitudes in the 
viſible Church do not enjoy a faithful Miniſtry ; ſome 
none-at all z others, only ſuch as are ſent in Judgment ; 
that daub with untempered Morter, never likely to da 
thoſe any good that ſit under their Miniſtry, Fer. 23. 32. 
2. It's neceſſary to Salyation that the Conſciences of 
perſons be awakned, and ſtirred under the Miniſtry af 
the Word, ſo as to be convinced of fin, our undone 
Condition,and need of Chriſt ; The whole need not a phyſi- 
cian,bat thoſe that are ſich, W ithouy this Convition.nane 
will come to Chriſt. Now this Conviction is only from the 
Holy Spirit, who bloweth where he liſteth, 7ohn 16. 
Fohn 3. 8. Perfons may fit under the beſt, Miniſtry, and 
yet never thus convinced. | Th” "Us 
3. And beyond all this, there muſt tea Uivine powers, 
ful drawing of (the Soul to Chrift by the Spirit, a 
| tt 


Py 
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Ul this divine _ Power be ut forth, no Sohl | 
{<—arIrybn th 1-6. 37, 4. Meer Swafions and 
-Arguments convert none : Regeneration, a new 
mn are Oe immediate Effe&ts 'of a Divine Power, 
Now this faving powerful Operation of Chriſt on the 
Heart, is not aRoMded to all ;' if: it were, all would 
come ; for all thus drawn and taught of God do come, - 
- 8. 45. And not a Soul that 1s not thus drawn and 
bt of God can ever come, or believe in hint, *as''s 
ebrly evident from Chriſts words, ' Fohn 10. 25, 
26, IT”. 
that you ſee this Anabaptiſiical Doftrine of univerſal | 
Grace,is byta lying Invention of their own, that has no 
footing -in Gol's Word, and is a Doftrine dcteſted by 
al Proteſt znt Churches. 

"Fourth Error the Anabaptiſts hold 1s, viz. That a perſon 
truly juſtified" and Cantiied, and ſo a Branch 'in Chrift . 
united to him, may yet fall away and be eternally dam- 
fied. For theſe are their words, in their 18th. Article 
of the afore-mentioned Confeſſion, viz. That ſuch who art | 
true Believers, even Branches in Chriſt the Vine, John 15. 
br ſuch a5 have Charity out of a pure Heart, and of a good 
Conſcibnce, and of Faith  unfaired, may nevertheleſs ſwerve 
Abo Z, and become withered Branches, and burned, &c; 

bominable Dofrine ! 

"Now this is falſe, dangerous, and uncomfortable Do- 
Erine. The truth is, That all whom God hath accepted 
1m Chriſt, cffeyally called and ſanified by his Spirit; 
ean never totally & finally fall away from the ſtate of 
Grace, but ſhall finally and certainly perſevere 'to the 
End, and be eternally ſ{yed. 

-This is evident fron abundance of plain Scriptures, 
Phil, 1. 6. Being confident (the Greek word ſignifies a full 
egonty) of this wery thing, that he that hath co ' 
go work in you, will perform it until the aay of 'Feſins 

et e inquiſitive Reader turn to theſe Scriptures,” # 
ro. 28, 29, 2 Pet.1. 10. 1 Jom:3, 9. 1- Per. 1, Dot 
er. 32. 40. Theſe; with Me. other places, prove the 
ints ſhall perſevere: 

. Arg. 1. The. Perſeverance of the Saints is*fure Fechm. 
Gods EleRion. | It's not poſſible for the Ele to peril, 
we 24. 24. The EleRt xrnot finally be deceived) Fay 

1 4 | 1g. 2. 
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I ill never inet tai EEE ELDE 


Il. 29» The gifts and calling of God are without vepentanne. 
He having-given ſavigg Grace, laoreet hf N 
Arg. 3. If: Faith 2 Grave that ſhall never het 
"y Nngts ſhall finally perſeyere. But Faith cahnot bir 
1/a. 
«Wo juſtified 
unju attic, then the Saints ſhall perſevere. But -oge 
__ before on can never more become urjuſtifeel, 
Rom Iy-3 


Object. DID” ns nat Cain, Judas, David, Peter, Dramas, 
away £ 

Anſw. 1. Cain, Judas, Demas, &c. fell away from a 
Profeſſion, but not from ſaving. Grace ; for they never 
had any. 

2. David, Solomon, Peter, &c. though they fell ins 
fin, yet not ſo as to loſe their Faith, Grace, and Jailts- 
fication z but the Root of the Natrer ſtill remained 


1n them. 
rift is, They difown - al 


Fifth Errour of the Anabap 
Minifters, Chriſtiaps, and Churehes of Chriſt, to! ky 
Minifters, Churches, or Chriſtians at all, but only 
as are ; in their way, that is, by Dipping. They 
are (I know) very unwilling the World ſhould GS 
they think ſo, but it's a'Truth :- And therefore I will 
charge them with it. Their 14h. Article, in-their afane- 
laid Con; effion, runs thus, viz. The right and only way af 
gathering a Church is firſt to Teach and thento Baptize, wikiialp 
+ in Engliſh to Dip; and all who Preach not this, but that 
Scriptureleſs Thing of Sprinkling Infants, falſly' called Rap- 
tiſm, &c. All ſuch weatterljdeny, firaſmuch as we afe aan 
manded to have ro fellowſhip with the anfruitful works of 
davbneſs, 'but rather reprove them. ' 

-'We'are you ſee no: Churches} no Miniſters, no Cluy- 
tans, but the” unfruitfal worlts 'of darkneſs, 7. e. aw 
better than Pagans and Infidels in their'Byes. ' Theſs any 
tir Brethren thattalk'ſomuch of Love þuc Peace; widths 


for-niy part I ſhaſf never muth' credit! out of the moms 
of an Arminian J—_ 


a Meeting with 


I read this Article, which they 
Warr 


perſon can never more hecame 
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aptiſt} *This I urgeq on thera ay: 
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| have Pride and Confidence enough to think themſelves fit 


| beſides Parts there muſt be a;lawful ſending. 
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3 Ty owned it 


: ay re 


when ; | its few © | 
Une have en ans pes ay to blind: by to telling them, 
did them wrong in1ngt- _—_ F.necd ſay ng- 


thing to-anbucr't 5 3 Scgrefſurls: foulnel of it isan 


wer to,it Y og 
Sixth Err ( which T ſhall but mention ) is, Their 


employing many weak: igtorant-Men 'to Preach, that 


to. Teach others, who; have yet: more 'need to: be taught 
themſelves the very firſt Principles of Religion, | 

Two Things are required in a Miniſter. . .; 

1. Ability for the Work. The Apoſtle caith, Not. A 
vecourey, (1 Tin, 3. 6.) a new Plant lately converted; one 
yet unskilled in the Doftrine of the : Gofpel 3 ſuch Are 
apt to be pufft up with Pride : But he muſt be one well 
acquainted with the Holy Scripture, able to divide the 
Word aright, well acquainted with all the Truths of the 
Gaſpel, ſcund inthe Faith, able to convince Gainſayers, 
Tit. 1. 9. one acquainted with the Language in which the 
Scriptures were . writtet, a grave ſtayed Chriſtian, Tf 
thay would but'read 2 Tim. 3. and Tit. 1. they might be 
there convinced that the Work of the Miniſtry, 1s " ſo" 
eaſje a Work as many make it, And 'tis theſe 1gnorant. 
Ment that think their Abilities ſufficient to manage Two: 
Callings, the Miniſtry and a Private Trade, that broach 
moſt of theſe Errours. . Theodorus a Tanner, - was the firſt 
that denied the -Divinity of Chriſt, 194. 'Who is ſuffi- 
cient for theſe Things ? , 

2. Parts and Gifts do not make a man Minifter. It 
may be a_ Lawyer that{its at the Bar,, may have better 
Ability in the Law than the Judge on the Bench z but. 
the Judge has a Commiſſion ta. Condemn or Acquit, but. 
the other has none. There may in a Chriſtign Church 
be-ſome that have better Parts and Gifts than the Miniſter, 
but he is Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer, conſegrated and ſet 
apart for this Thing, The Miniſtry. is-an Office, and: 
No Mag: 
taketh this Honour to himſelt, chut- he that was calledr-of 
God, as was Aaron. Now this Gall is Twofold : 


+. A Call from the Church, z. e. A Miniſter oughtot: 
| to 


only pl ; th A 
are, Sa 
ths. 1. "4 pot let thoſe ry bg 

' Commiſſion remem Reb > 26+ 
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I might tax'the Anabaptiſts as guilty 
[| 


but fearing, I haye tired , my, Reader , 
with this Requeſt ih thee,” Chriſtian Reader, to j 

; na with me in Prayer to God, that he wauld® $ 
throughly to purge his Floor ; ; to ſhow every one of T 
our own ſpots and blemiſhes 3” arid to be" hearty in re-. 
forming what. ever bears not conformity to the Word : 
That he would pluck up every 


"Plant not_6f [his own 
planting,” ahd fl the Earth with the knowledge of the 
Lore, and the Minds . of profeſfing Chriſtians, tho' of 


different Perf” with Light, Love and Peace. 


14. ot 


I would defire my Brethren of the other Econ” 


whoſe Errours-I have been pleading a al 0 believe, 
that while 1 'am thus oppoting their Erre 1 heartily 
love their Perſons, and defire their on Refor- 


mation and Salvation 3” and whatever 1 fzid through 
this whole Diſcourſe (tho perhaps they may think F have 
ſometimes been * too. ſharp upon them) I have done it in- 
the fear of God," and with good aflurance of the Truth 
of what I have aid And tis only love to Truth, zeal 
to Chriſt ſt and Sg ifs, that put me "on, and carried me 
through it ; and 1f they can convince me by Gods Word 
of any Error or Miſtake, I promife, by Divine Agd, to 
own it, and leaveit 3 but whilft' F have that clear ſatis- 
faction that 1 have, that Chriſt and Truth are 'on my 
ade, I hope they will not take it il] thar I go on chear- 
full in the defence, of it. 

*And as fort my- Brethren the particular Anabaptiſts, T 
hope they will not look on themſelyes as much concerned 


n this Controyerfie ; for as they are generally perſons _ 
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is. among. 


it's not ſo comfortable to Ry” 


2s the other. _ 
Now which Party Mr.. Collins pretends tobe 'of I 
not ; his ſetting the Infants *: al dy Body ry Infancy wt 
t ſave 


. 
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equal capacity gf Salvation, ſayi y 
imputation of Chngfts Righteouſneſs, Salle =0E ON oe 
Faith in Semine, ſeetis to ne not only rank 
but a new way to Heaven z to be Juſti uſtified without Fe 
direatly contrary to a And if Res 
ace were alive again, I oubt not but +> wok 
ture once again. to call this Mountebanh Divi 
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